
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

March 3, 2010

Mr. Gregory A. Alicie
Open Records Specialist
Baytown Police Department
3200 North Main Street
Baytown, Texas 77521

0R2010-03104

Dear Mr. Alicie:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public InfonnationAct (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Yourrequestwas
assigned ID# 372042.

The Baytown Police Department (the "department") received a request for a specified crash
report and related video recording. You indicate a pOliion ofthe requested information has
been released. You claim that portions ofthe submitted video recording are excepted from
disclosure under section 552.130 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation.

We note a portion of the submitted video recording is not responsive to the instant request
because it does not relate to the specified accident. This decision does not address the public
availability ofthe non-responsive infomlation, and that infonnationneed not be released.

Next, we note the information you indicate has been released constitutes a Texas Peace
Officer's Crash Report Fonn CR-3. Section 552.1 01 ofthe Govemment Code excepts from
disclosure "infonnation considered to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory,
or by judicial decision" and encompasses infonnation made confidential by statute.1 Gov't

IThe Office of the Attomey General will raise a mandatory exception on behalf of a govemmental·
body, but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987),480 (1987), 470
(1987).
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Code § 552.101. Section 550.065(b) of the Transportation Code states that except as
provided by subsection (c), accident repOlis are privileged and confidential. See Transp.
Code § 550.065. Section 550.065(c)(4) provides for the release of accident reports to a
person who provides two. of the following three pieces of information: (1) dat~ of the
accident; (2) name of any person involved in the accident; and (3) specific location of the
accident. Id. § 550.065(c)(4). Under this provision, the Texas Department ofTransportation
or another govenllnental entity is required to release a copy ofan accident report to a person
who provides the agency with two or more pieces of infonnation specified by the statute.
Id. The submitted information includes a CR-3 accident repOli fonn that was completed
pursuant to chapter 550 of the Transportation Code. See id. § 550.064 (officer's accident
report). In this instance, the requestor has not provided the department with two ofthe tlll'ee
requisite pieces ofinfonnation. Therefore, the depaliment must withhold the CR-3 accident
repOli fonn under section 552.101 of the Govenllnent Code in conjunction with
section 550.065(b) ofthe Transportation Code.

Section 552.130 of the Govenllnent Code excepts from public disclosure infonnation that
relates to a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license issued by an agency of this state.
Gov't Code § 552.130(a)(1)' Accordingly, the depaliment must withhold the Texas driver's
license number within the submitted video recording lmder section 552.130 of the
Govenunent Code. The remaining responsive infonnation must be released. hl the event
the department does not have the teclmological capacity to redact the driver's license number
from the submitted video recording, the department must withhold the video recording in its
entirety.2

hl summalY, the department must withhold the CR-3 accident report fonn lmder
section 552.101 of the Govenmlent Code in conjunction with section 550.065(b) of the
Transportation Code. The depaliment must also withhold the Texas driver's license number
within the submitted video recording under section 552.130 ofthe Govenunent Code. The
remaining responsive infonnation must be released. hl the event the depaliment does not
have the teclmological capacity to redact the driver's license number from the submitted
video recording, the department must withhold the video recording in its entirety.

TIns letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, tIns TIlling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding ally other infonnation or ally other circumstances.

This TIlling triggers important deadlines regal'ding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenllnental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concennng those rights alld

2We note tlus office recently issued Open Records DecisionNo. 684 (2009), a previous determination
to all govenllnental bodies autllorizing them to witl1110ld ten categories of information, including a Texas
driver's license number under section 552.130 ofthe Govenllnent Code, witll0utthe necessity ofrequesting an
attorney general decision. .
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responsibilities, please visit om website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orLphp,
or call the Office of the Att011ley General's Open Gove111ment Hotline, toll fi.-ee,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conce11ling the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation lUlder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Att011ley General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

~~
Jennifer BUl1.1ett
Assistant Att011ley General
Open Records Division

JB/dls

Ref: ID# 372042

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enc1osmes)


