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Dear Ms. Rangel:

-_.Y0_u.ask_whe~l1er_cert_ainjnforma.tiol1.is_s:ubj~9t1:0~r~qtlir~cl.PllQlic _4is£tQ$J.l!'~ Jl!1g~Ith~_. . ~ . _
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was

-assigned ID# 372514,
,~. .

The Fort Bend2County Sheriffs Office (the "sheriff') received two requests for call slip
number A093270513. You claim that the submitted information is excepted from disclosure

~ ..~_.~ ~-~~~~~under .sectl0n~5'52:101"~ofihe~GcovernmenttoC1e:~~We have·consTaerea~tne-~exceptioily6u~-....~,~~,.~.~-~
claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Initially, we note both requestors have excluded from their requests social security numbers,
driver's license numbers, and state identification numbers of third parties. Thus, any such
information is not resDonsive to the reauest. This decision does not address the public

~. ~

availability ofnon-responsive information, and that information need not be released.
- _.- -

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from public disclosure "information
considered to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or byjudicial decision."
Gov't Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses information protected by other
statutes. Juveilile law enforcement records relating to conduct that occurred on or after
September 1, 1997 are confidential under section 58.007 of the Family Code. The relevant
language of section 58.007 reads as follows:
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(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), law enforcement records and files
concerning a child and information stored, by electronic means or otherwise,
concerning the child from which a record or file could be generated may not
be disclosed to the public and shall be:

(1) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept separate from adult
files and records;

(2) if maintained electronically in the same computer system as
records or files relating to adults, be accessible under controls that are
separate and distinct from controls to access electronic data
concerning adults; and

(3) maintained on a local basis only and not sent to a central state or
federal depository, except as provided by Subchapters B, D, and E.

Fam. Code § 58.007(c). For purposes of section 58.007(c), "child" means a person who is
ten years of age or older and under seventeen years of age at the time of the reported
conduct. See id. § 51.02(2)(A). The submitted call slip constitutes a law enforcement record
relating to a juvenile allegedly engaged in conduct indicating a need for supervision that
occurred after September 1, 1997. See id. § 51.03 (defining "conduct indicating a need for
supervision" for the purposes of section 58.007). Therefore, the sheriff must withhold the

___ ~ __ ~ ....._. _sJJbmi.tt~(:LcglLslip ft()mJh~~J)~Q.eJDl>~r~.7J.,~~QQ9J~.Cl1!~~tQJ:lID9~r~estiQn~_~~~10Lotthe._ _"'_'" ~ ~ .
Government Code in conjunction with section 58.007 of the Family Code. However, we
note that the December 17, 2009 requestor is the step-parent ofthe juvenileoffenderJisted ....
in the submitted call slip. lithe December 17,2009 requestor is not a legal guardian ofthe
juvenile offender listed in the report, then the submitted information must also be withheld
in its entirety from the December 17,2009 requestor under section 552.101 in conjunction

~~·~~'~·~~~··~~~witlisection58:00Tofthe~Fa:L11.ilY·C6de-:-'Howevet;·totlie~extennlieDecem15err7;-2009

requestor is a legal guardian of the juvenile offender, he may inspect or copy any law
__ .....__ enforcementrecords concerning the child at issue undersection 58.007(e). Id. § 58.007(e).

However~-sect10-ri-58:00jG)provicles-thaiirlformaiIon-subJectfo'any--other-exception-to""'-'·····---r---

disclosure under the Act or other law must be redacted. See id. § 58.0070)(2). Because you
also assert the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101, we
will consider your argument against disclosure.

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code encompasses information that other statutes make
confidential, including article 63.017 ofthe Code ofCriminal Procedure, which provides the
following:

Clearinghouse records that relate to the investigation by a law enforcement
agency of a missing child, a missing person, or an unidentified body and
records or notations that the clearinghouse maintains for internal use in
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matters relating to missing children, missing persons, or unidentified bodies
are confidential.

Crim. Proc. Code art. 63.017. You contend the submitted information is confidential under
article 63.017 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. For purposes of article 63.017,
"clearinghouse" is defined as the missing children and missing persons information
clearinghouse, which is established within the Texas Department ofPublic Safety ("DPS").
Id. arts. 63.001(7), 63.002(a). The submitted information consists ofa call slip involving a
juvenile runaway that appears to have been created by the sheriff. This call slip is not a
clearinghouse record for purposes ofarticle 63.017. Therefore, the sheriffmay not withhold
the submitted call slip under section 552.101 in conjunction with that article. See id.
arts. 63.001(7), 63.002(a).

We note that the submitted information contains Texas motor vehicle information subject
to section 552.130. 1 Section 552.130 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure
information that "relates to ... a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit issued
by an agency ofthis state [or] a motor vehicle title or registration issued by an agency ofthis
state." Gov't Code §552.13 O. Therefore, the sheriffmust withhold the Texas motor vehicle
information we have marked under section 552.130.2

In summary, the sheriffmust withhold the submitted call slip from the December 21,2009
requestor under section 552.101 ofthe Government Code in conjunction with section 58.007

_____________Qfthe_Eamily-_GQd~. __lLth~_D~c::embeLU,_2QQ9 regll~§tQr j~_nQ(£ll~gaJgl.l~I_di~IL9rt4~_

J juvenile offender listed in the report, then the sheriff must also withhold the submitted call
---slipfrom the December.17,2009 requestorunder section 552.101 ofthe GovernmentCode

in conjunction with section 58.007 of the Family Code. However, to the extent the
December 17,2009 requestor is a legal guardian of the juvenile offender, the sheriff must
withhold the Texas motor vehicle information we have marked under section 552.130. The

~"~~~~~~-~~cDecerii1Jerr7~1009 requesfor mayinspecforcopy tlie~femainingCinfonria:tioriconceinirigliis
own child under section 58.007(e).

--- ------This -ietterruiiniislTmTte-dtoTheparticular-lnformation at Issue-In-thTs request and llmlted-- -------------
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

IThe Office ofthe Attorney General will raise mandatory exceptions such as sectiOn 552.130 on behalf
of a governmental body, but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481
(1987),480 (1987), 470 (1987).

2We note this office recently issued Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009), aprevious determination
to all governmental bodies authorizing them to withhold ten categories ofinformation, including Texas driver's
license numbers under section552.130 ofthe Government Code, without the necessity ofrequesting an attorney
general decision.
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This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at h:!J:g:llviTW\v.oag.statc.tx.us/opcn/indcx orl.ph.l2,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

,~..
NnekaKanu
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

NK/jb

Ref: ID# 372514

Ene. . Submitted documents

_____ ~ cc: .I~J:~qlJ~§toL____ __ ___ _ _ _ _
(w/o enclosures)


