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Ms. Michelle Rangel
Assistant County Attol11ey
FOli Bend County Attol11ey's Office
301 Jackson Street, Suite 728
Riclunond, Texas 77469

0R2010-03782

Dear Ms. Rangel:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subj ect to required public disc10sme under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenunent Code. Yom request was
assigned ID# 373054.

The Fort Bend County Sheriffs Office (the "sheriff') received a request for a specified
incident repOli. You claim that the submitted infonnation is excepted from disc10sme under
sections 552.101 and 552.108 ofthe Govermnent Code. We have considered the exceptions
you claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation. I

Initially, you 110te the requestor has agreed to the redaction of third-party social secmity,
priver's license, and state identification numbers. Accordingly, any of this infonnation
within the submitted documents is not responsive. The sheriff need not release non
responsive infol111ation in response to this request, and this ruling will not address such
infonnation. See Econ. Opportunities Dev. COlp. v. Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266 (Tex. Civ.
App.-San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd).

IWe assume the representative sample ofrecords submitted to this office is hl.lly represeiltative of the
requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open records
letter does not reach, and therefore, does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the
extent that those records contain substantially different types of infol1nation than that submitted to this office.
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Next, you claim the submitted repOli is confidential lUlder section 58.007 of the Family
Code. Upon review, we agree the submitted incident repOli is a law enforcement record of
ajuvenile that is generally confidential under section 58.007(c). See Fam. Code § 58.007(c).
In this instance, however, the requestor is the mother of the juvenile suspect noted in the
report. As such, the sheriffmay not withhold the submitted report from this requestor under
section 58.007(c) of the Family Code. See ie!. § 58.007(e) (providing law enforcement
records subject to section 58.007(c) may be inspected or copied by the child's parent). We
also note section 58.007(j) provides that, notwithstanding section 58.007(e), any inf01111ation
that is excepted from required disclosure under the Act or other law may still be withheld
from disclosure. See ie!. § 58.007(j)(2). We will, therefore, consider your remaining
arguments against disclosure.

Section 552.101 also encompasses section 261.201(a) of the Family Code, which provides
as follows:

[T]he following infonnation is confidential, is not subj ect to public release
under Chapter 552, Govennnent Code, and may be disclosed only for
purposes consistent with this code and applicable federal or state law or under
rules adopted by an investigating agency:

(1) a repoli ofalleged or suspected abuse or neglect made lUlder this
· chapter and the identity of the person making the repoli; and

(2) except as otherwise provided in tIns section, the files, repOlis,
• records, cOlmnunications, audiotapes, videotapes, and workingpapers
· used or developed in an investigation lUlder tIns chapter or in
· providing services as a result of an investigation.

Fam. Code § 261.201(a). You claim that the submitted repoli was used or developed in an
investigation of child abuse by the sheriff under chapter 261 of the Family Code. See ie!.
§ 261.001(1) (defining "abuse" for purposes ofchapter 261 ofth~ Family Code); see also ie!.
§ 101.003(a) (defining "child" for purposes of this section as person under 18 years of age
who is not and has not been malTied or who has not had the disabilities ofminority removed
for general purposes). Based on your representation and our review, we find that the
submitted report is within the scope of section 261.201 ofthe Family Code. You have not
indicated that the sheriff has adopted a nile that gove111s the release of this type of
inf01111ation. Therefore, we assume that no such regulation exists. Given that assumption,
the submitted repOli is confidential pursuant to section 261.201 ofthe Family Code and must
be withheld under section 552.101 of the Govennnent Code. As our ruling is dispositive,
we need not address your remaining claims against the disclosure of the submitted repOli.
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This letter ruling is limited to the particular inf01111ation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other inf01111ation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenmlentaf body and ofthe requestor. For more inf01111ation conce111ing those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Att0111ey General's Open Govemment Hotline, toll fi.-ee,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conce111ing the allowable charges for providing public
inf01111ation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Att0111ey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sill4:v~
Jonathan Miles
Assistant Attqrney General
Open Records Division

JM/cc

Ref: ID# 373054

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


