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Mr. Charles H. Weir
Assistant City Attomey
City of San Antonio
P.O. Box 839966
San Antonio, Texas 78283-3966

0R2010-03884

Dear Mr. Weir:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure uwier the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 372978 (COSA File No. 2009-4916).

The San Antonio Police Department (the "department") received a request for all accident
reports for three specified locations during aspecified time period. You claim that some of
the requested infonnation is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the
Govemment Code. We have consideredthe exception you claim andreviewed the submitted
infonnation.

Initially, we note some of the submitted infonnation is not responsive to the instant request
because it does not relate to accidents at the specified locations. This ruling does not address
the public availability of infonnation that is not responsive to the requests, and the
department is not required to release that infonnation in response to the request.

You state that the submitted infonnation includes crashreports that were completedpursuant
to chapter 550 of the Transportation Code. See Transp. Code § 550.064 (officer's accident
report). Section 550.065(b) of the Transportation Code states that except as provided by
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subsection (c), accident reports are privileged and confidential.! See id. § 550.065(b).
Section 550.065(c)(4) provides for the release ofan accident report to a person who provides
two of the following three items of infonnation: (1) the date of the accident; (2) the name
ofany person involved in the accident; and (3) the specific location of the accident. See id.
§ 550.065(c)(4). Under this provision, the Texas Department ofTransportation or another
govemmental entity is required to release a copy of an accident report to a person who
provides the agency with two or more of the items of infonnation specified by the statute.
Id. In this instance, the requestor has not provided the department with two of the three
specified items of infonnation for any of the submitted crash repOlis. Therefore, the
department must withhold the submitted accident repOlis, which we have maTked, pursuant
to section 550.065(b) of the Transportation Code. However, we note the remaining
infonnation does not consist of accident reports completed pursuant to chapter 550 of the
Transportation Code. Accordingly, none of the remaining infonnation may be withheld on
such basis.

We note portions of the remaining infonnation are subject to section 552.130 of the
Govemment Code.2 Section 552.130 excepts from disclosure infonnationrelatingto amotor
vehicle title or registration issued by a Texas agency is excepted from public release. Gov't
Code § 552.130(a)(2). The department must withhold the Texas license plate infonnation .
we have marked under section 552.130 of the Govenm1ent Code.3

In smmnary, the department must withhold the submitted accident reports, which we have
marked, pursuant to section 550.065(b) of the Transportation Code. The department also
must withhold the Texas license plate infonnation we have marked under section 552.130
of the Govemment Code. The remaining infonnation must be released.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detenn.ination regarding any other infonnation or any other circmnstances.

This ruling triggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenunenta1 body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights and

1Section 552.101 ofthe Govennnent Code excepts from public disclosure "information considered to
be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code § 552.101. TIns
exception encompasses information that other statutes make confidential.

2Tlns office will raise a mandatory exception onbehalfofa govemmental body, but ordinarily will not
raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987),480 (1987), 470 (1987).

3We note tIns office recently issued Open Record Decision No. 684 (2009), a previous detennination
to all govennnentalbodies authorizing themto withhold ten categories ofinfonnation, including a Texas license
plate number, under section 552.130 oftlle Govemment Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney
general decision.
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responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govennnent Hotline, toll fi.-ee,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation tmder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attomey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Tamara Wilcox
Assistant Attomey General
Open Records Division

TW/dls

Ref: ID# 372978

Enc. Submitted docmnents

c: Requestor
(w/o enc1osmes)


