
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

April 5, 2010::

Lieutenant William T. Ed1mmdson
Record Division
Pharr Police Department
1900 South Cage
PhalT, Texas 78577-6751

0R2010-04732

Dear Lt. Edmundson:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosure under the
Public Infoll11ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govennnent Code. Your request was
assigned ID# :3 74761.

The Pharr Police Department (the "department") received a request for police repOli
number 09-64~89. You state that you have released basic infonnation to the requestor, as
well as infonnation peliaining to training materials on traffic stops from your academy. See
Gov't Code § 552.1 08(c) (stating basic infonnation about alTested person, alTest, or crime
may not be withheld under section 552.108); Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976)
(summarizing types of information considered to be basiy infoll11ation). You claim that the
submitted infonnation is excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 ofthe Govenmlent
Code. We have considered the exceptibil you claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation.

Section 552.108(a)(1) excepts from disclosure "[i]nfonnation held by a law enforcement
agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution ofcrime ...
if . . . releasly of the infonnation would interfere with the detection, investigation, or
prosecution of crime." Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). A govenmlental body claiming
section 552.108(a)(1) must reasonably explain how ffild why the release of the requested
infoll11ation would interfere with law enforcement. See id. §§ 552.108(a)(1), .301(e)(1)(A);
see also Ex pa.rte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You do not state that the submitted
infoll11ation rylates to an ongoing criminal investigation or prosecution, nor have you
explained how its release would interfere in some way with the detection, investigation, or
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prosecution ofcrime. Therefore, you have not met your burden lmder section 552.108(a)(1).
Because you have failed to demonstrate the applicability of section 552.108(a)(1) of the
Govenunent <;:ode, the department may not withhold the infomlation at issue on that basis.
As you raise Tio fmiher exceptions to disclosure, the submitted information must be released
to the requestor.

This letter ruling is limited to the pmiicular infomlation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as' presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenunental body and ofthe requestor. For more infol111ation conceming those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govenmlent Hotline, toll fi.-ee,
at (877) 673.:6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation uJlder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attomey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

James McGuire
Assistant Attomey General
Open Records Division

JM/cc

Ref: ID# 374761
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