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May 26, 2010

Ms. Susan K. Bo1m
General Counsel
Lake Travis Independent School District
3322 Ranch Road 620 South
Austin, Texas 78738, ,

0R2010-07668

Dear Ms. Bolm:

You ask whether certain infornlation is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 386190.

The Lake Travis Independent School District (the "district") received a request for
information pertaining to the Austin LifeGuard Program. You state you are providing some
ofthe requested infornlation to the requestor. You do not seek to withhold the information
in accordance with one of the exceptions to disclosure in the Act, but you assert that the
district is unable to provide the requestor with a copy of the information at issue because it
is protected by copyright Jaw. We have corisidered your claim and reviewed the submitted
information. . '. . .

A custodian of public records must comply with the copyright law and is not required to
furnish copies of records that are copyrighted. Attorney General Opinion JM-672 (1987).
A governmental body must allow inspection of copyrighted materials unless an exception
applies to the; information. Id. If a member of the public wishes to make copies of
copyrighted materials, the person must do so unassisted by the governmental body. See
Open Records Decision No. 660 at 5 (1999) (Federal Copyright Act does not make
information confidential, but rather gives copyright holder exclusive right to reproduce his
work, subject to another person's right to make fair use of it.). In making copies, the
member of the public assumes the duty of compliance with the copyright law and the risk
ofa copyright infringement suit. See Open Records Decision No. 550 (1990). Accordingly,

POST OFFICE Box 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78'711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US

An Eqlutl Emp/oYl/unt OpportttnitJ' Employu. Printed on Rrcycl(d Papa



Ms. Susan K. '.Bolm - Page 2

the district must provide the information at issue to the requestor in accordance with
copyright law. See ORD 660 at 5.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other infomlation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infomlation conceming those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Govemment Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-.6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.
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Amy L.S. ShlPP
Assistant Att<;>rney General
Open Records Division
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