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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

June 14, 2010

Mr. WarrenM. S. Emst
Chief of the General Counsel Division
City of Dallas
1500 Marilla Street, Roonl 7BN
Dallas, Texas 75201

0R2010-08632
'. "

Dear Mr. Ernst:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure lUlder the
Public mfOlmation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenllnent Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 382547.

The City ofDallas (the "city") received a request for infonnation pertaining to a specified
incident. You state that you will release some infonnation to the requestor. You claim that
the submitted infonnation is excepted from disclosure lUlder section 552.101 of the
Govennnent Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted
representative sample of infonnation.1

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from public disclosure "infonnation
considered to be confidential by law, either coilstitutional, statutory, or byjudicial decision."
ld. § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses section 826.0211 of the Health and Safety
Code, which provides in"pali: . ,

(a) hlfonnation contained in a rabies vaccination certificate or in any record
compiled fi.-om the infonnation contained in one or more celiificates that
identifies or tends to identify an owner or an address, telephone number, or

IWe assume that the representative sample ofrecords submitted to tins office is truly representative
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). TIns open
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the witIlholding of, any other requested records
to the extent iliat those records contain substantially different types of information than that subnntted to tIns
office.
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other personally identifying infonnation ofan owner ofa vaccinated animal
is confidential and not subject to disclosure under Chapter 552, Goven1lllent
Code. The infonnation contained in the certificate or record may not include
the social security number or the driver's license number ofthe owner ofthe
vaccinated animal.

Health & Safety Code § 826.0211(a). You raise section 826.0211 for Exhibit B, which
consists ofvaccination celiificates, and for Exhibit C, which consists ofanimal bite repOlis.
You have marked a portion of Exhibit C that you state was compiled from the rabies
vaccination certificates in Exhibit B. Upon review, we agree the identifying infonnation of
the owner ofthe vaccinated animals listed in Exhibits Band C, which we have marked, must
be withheld under section 552.101 of the Govel11ment Code in conjunction with
section 826.0211 of the Health and Safety Code. However, we find the remaining
infonnation in Exhibits Band C does not consist ofinfonnation that identifies the owner of
a vaccinated animal; therefore, this infonnation is not confidentiallmder section 826.0211
ofthe Health and Safety Code, and none ofit maybe withheld under section 552.101 on that
basis. See Open Records DecisionNo. 649 at 3 (1996) (language ofconfidentialityprovision
controls scope ofits protection); see also Open Records Decision Nos. 658 at 4 (1998), 478
at 2 (1987). As you raise no fmiher exceptions to the remaining infonnation in Exhibits B
and C, it must be released to the requestor.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular info11llation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
dete11llination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
gove111menta1 body and ofthe requestor. For more info11llation concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Att0111ey General's Open Govel11ment Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conce111ing the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation lmder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attol11ey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

~~
James McGuire
Assistant Att0111ey General
Open Records Division

JM/dls
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Ref: ID# 382547

Enc. Submitted docmnents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


