
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

June 17,2010

Ms. Andrea Sheehan
Ms. Elisabeth A. Donley
Law Offices of Robert E. Luna, P.C.
4411 North Central Expressway
Dallas, Texas 75205

0R2010-08890

Dear Ms. Sheehan and Ms. Donley:

You ask whether certain information is subj ect to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 383256.

The Carrollton-Farmers Branch Independent School District (the "district"), which you
represent, received a request for any documentation showing payments made to a named,
district employee. You claim that portions of the submitted information are excepted from
disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.147 of the Government Code. We have
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses the doctrine of common-law privacy, which
protects information if(1) the information contains highly intimate or embarrassing facts, the
publication of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) the
information is not oflegitimate concern to the,public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident
Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685 (Tex.1976). To demonstrate the applicability of common-law
privacy, both prongs of this test must be met. Id. at 681-82.

Common-law privacy protects certain personal financial information from disclosure. This
office has determined that a public employee's net pay is protected by common-law privacy
even though it involves a financial transaction between the employee and the governmental
body. See Attorney General Opinion GA-0572 at 3-5 (2007) (stating net salary necessarily
involves disclosure of information about personal financial decisions and is background
financi.al information about given individual that is not of legitimate concern to public).
Therefore, the district must withhold the employee's net pay, which you have marked, under
section 552.10lin conjunction common-law privacy.
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Section 552.147 of the Government Code provides that "[t]he social security number of a
living person is excepted from" required public disclosure under the Act. Gov't Code
§ 552.147(a), The district may withhold the social security number you have marked under
section 552.147. 1

In summary, the district must withhold the information you have marked _under
section 552.101 in conjunction with common-law privacy. The district may withhold the
information you have marked under section 552.147. The remaining information must be
released.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances,

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the 'rights and responsibilities, of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and

'b'l't' I ' 't b't t 'l- ','.,,,, 11,\""",," ,"'''0' -t .:. .. ':""7 ·c· 1 ,.".,.. I:"r; ,. _.,: 1"'1',',responsl Illes, pease VISI our we Sl e a .'hL:,ii ;V\i ,y.~)<+"s.;~ ~1"t;:.l..'..1).;ifl~:~·Jliil,;."e.i Of"l) ,'12,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

t~i~leY
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

LJH/jb

Ref: ID# 383256

Ene. Submitted documents

c: ' Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

ISection 552.147(b) of the Government Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living
person's social security number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this
office under the Act. Gov't Code § 552.147.


