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June 28,2010

Mr. David M. Swope
Assistant County Attorney
HatTis County Attorney's Office
1019 Congress, 15th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002

OR2010-09484

Dear Mr. Swope: ., .
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You ask whether celiain infonnat'on .. is .subject.to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act")~ C1~apter552'oftheGovernment Code. Yourrequestwas
assigned ID# 387592 (C.A. File No. 10GEN0914).

The Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences (the "institute") received a request for
infonnation relating to a specified autopsy. You claim that the requested infonnation is
excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 of the Government Code. You also state
that the requested infonnation is the subject of a previous open records letter ruling. We
have considered your arguments and reviewed the information you submitted.

You inform us that as the result of a previous request to the institute for this same
information, this office issued Open Records Letter No. 2010-7024 (2010). In that ruling,
we concluded that the institute may withhold the requested infOlmation on behalf of the
Houston Police Department under section 552.1 08(a)(1) ofthe Government Code. You state
that there has been no change in the law, facts, ,and circumstances on which the previous
ruling is based. Based on your representatiqn..s, we conclude that the institute may continue
to rely on Open Records Letter No. 20~0-7b24.1 See Gov't Code § 552.301(a); Open
Records Decision No. 673 at 6-7 (2001)· (listing elements of first type of previous
determination under Gov)Co~.e .§.5;52.301(a». ;', i;,,/'.,.·

"'.~ .

IAs we are able to make this determination, we need not address your claim under section 552.108 of
the Government Code.
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This letter ruling is limited to the particular hlformation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore~ this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other infonnatioll or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rightsand
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attomey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

:ncerely,

_~W_~~_.
a es W. Morris, III

Assistant Attorney General.
Open Records Division

JWM/tp

Ref: ID# 387592

Enc: Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


