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Dear Mr. Griffith: '.1 I: ',' ,"0

You ask whether celiain infonnation is subject t~ required public disclosme under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenllnent Code. Yom request was
assigned ID# 385821.

The Town of Flower MOlmd (the "town"), which you represent, received a request for
infolTIlation pertaining to a specified accident. You claim that the submitted infonnation is
excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 of the Govenllnent Code. We have
considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted infolTIlation.

Initially, we note that the submitted call sheet and incident TepOli were the subject of a
previous request for infoi1nation,· a's a result ofwbichthis office issued Open Records Letter
No. 2010-07282 (2010). hl that decision, ,we ruled that, with the exception of basic
infolTIlation, which must be released, the tOWl1 may withhold the infonnation at issue under
section 552.108(a)(2) ofthe Govenll11ent Code. As we have no indication that there has been
any change in the law, facts, or:cil'cluilstancesc)11 which the previous ruling was based, we
conclude the town may continue to rely on Open Records Letter No. 2010-07282 as a
previous detenllination and withhold or release the infonnation at issue in accordance with
that ruling. See Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001) (so long as law, facts, and
circlUllstances on which prior ruling was based have not changed, first type of previous
detennination exists where requested infonnation is precisely same information as was
addressed in prior attolTIey general ruling, ruling is addressed to same govenlll1ental body,
and ruling concludes that infonnation is or is not excepted from disclosure). Accordingly,
we will address yom argmnent for the submitted infonnation not previously ruled on.

We note that the submitted inf01111ation includes two CR-3 Texas Peace Officer's Crash
RepOlis that were completed pmsuant to chapter 550 of the TranspOliation Code. See
Transp. Code § 550.064 (officer's accident report}. Section 550.065(b) ofthe TranspOliation
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Code states that except as provided by subsection (c), accident reports are privileged and
confidential. See id. § 550.065(b). Section 550.065(c)(4) provides for the release of an
accident report to a person who provides two of the following three items ofinfonnation:
(1) the date ofthe accident; (2) the name ofany person involved in the accid(3nt; and (3) the
specific location of the accident. See id. § 550.065(c)(4). Under tIns provision, the Texas
Department of Transportation or another govennnental entity is required to release a copy
of an accident report to a person who provides the agency with two .or more of the items of
inf01111ation specified by the statute. Id. You state you have released one crash report to the
requestor. As the requestor has provided the town with two ofthe tln'ee specified items of
infonnation, the town must also release the two submitted crash repOlis in their entirety
pursuant to section 550.065(c)(4).

Section 552.108 ofthe Govennnent Code provides in pertinent pmi:

(a) Inf01111ation held by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals
with the detection, investigation, orprosecution ofcrime is excepted from the
requirements of Section 552.021 if:

(2) it is inf01111ation that deals with the detection, investigation, or
prosecution of crime only in relation to an investigation that did not
result in conviction or defened adjudication[.]

(b) An inte111al record or notation ofa law enfol'cement agency or prosecutor
that is maintained for intemal use in matters relating to law enforcement or
prosecution is excepted fi.-om the requirements of Section 552.021 if:

(2) the inte111al record or notation relates to law enforcement only in
relation to an investigation that did not result in conviction or
defened adjudication[.]

Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(2), (b)(2). A governmental body claiming
subsection 552.108(a)(2) or subsection 552.108(b)(2) must demonstrate the requested
infonnation relates to acriminal investigation that has concluded in a final result other than
a convIction or defened adjudication. You state that the submitted infonnation relates to
tlll"ee citations issued in response to an accident. You state that one citation was dismissed.
You state the other citations were disposed of tlll"ough defened disposition, wInch we
understand is govemed by aliicle 45.051 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, or the
imposition of a driver's safety course. Based on your representation alld om review of the
submitted infomlation, we conclude that section 552.108(a)(2) is applicable to the submitted
infonnation.
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We note that section 552.108 does not except E.-om disc10sme "basic infonnation about an
arrested person, an arrest, or a crime." Id. § 552.l08(c). Section 552.108(c) refers to basic
"front-page" infOlmation held to bepublic inHouston Chronicle Publishing Company v. City
ofHouston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975), writref'd n.r.e. per
curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976).' See Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976)
(summarizing types of infonnation considered to be basic infOlmation). Thus, with the
exception of basic infonnation, which must be released, the town may withhold the
remaining infonnation under section 552.1 08(a)(2) ofthe Govenunent Code.

hl slumnary, the town may continue to rely on Open Records Letter No. 2010-07282 as a
previous detennination and withhold or release the infonnation in accordance with that
ruling. The town must release the submitted crash reports pmsuant to section 550.065(c)(4)
ofthe Transportation Code. With the exception ofbasic information, the town maywithhold
the remaining infonnation under section 552.108(a)(2) of the Govemment Code.

TIns letter ruling is limited to the patiicular infonnation at issue in ,tIns request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenllnental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concennng those rights and
responsibilities, please visit om website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govemment Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation 1111der the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attomey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Jel111ifer Bumett
Assistmlt Attomey General
Open Records Division

JB/dls

Ref: ID# 385821

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enc1osmes)


