
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

July 12, 2010

Ms. Katie Lentz
Open Records
Williamson County Sheriffs Office
508 South Rock Street
Georgetown, Texas 78626

0R2010-10276

Dear Ms. Lentz:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure lUlder the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 386253.

The Williamson County Sheriffs Office (the "sheriff') received a request for the "[s]ex
offender register report" of a named individual related to case 11lunber 10-03-00105. You
claim that some of the requested infornlation is excepted :6.-oni disclosure lUlder
sections 552.101 and 552.137 ofthe Govenlluent Code. We have considered the exceptions
you claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation.

Initially, we note the requestor has excluded frani herrequest sOcial security11lunbers, Texas
driver's license numbers, Texas license plate 11lunbers, and vehicle identification numbers.
Thus, any such infonnation is not responsive to the request. This decision does not address
the public availability of non-responsive information, and that inf0l11lation need not be
released.

The submitted infonnation relates to a sex offender who is subject to registration under
chapter 62 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Section 552.101 of the Govenllnent Code
excepts from disclosure "infonnation considered to be confidential by law, either
constitutional, statutOly, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code § 552.101. Section 552.101
encompasses infonnation protected by other statutes, such as article 62.005(b) ofthe Code

POST OFFICE Box 12548, .A~STIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US

An Eqiud Empf0J'ill~nt Opponunit)' EmploJrr' Prinud 07~ RUJtl~d Papa



Ms. Katie Lentz - Page 2

of Criminal Procedure. Article 62.051 requires a sex offender registrant to provide the
following infonnation for the Department ofPublic Safety ("DPS") sex offender registration
database: the person's full name; each alias; date ofbilih; sex; race; height; weight; eye
color; hair color; social securitymunber; driver's license munber; shoe size; home address;
a recent color photograph, or ifpossible, an electronic image of the person; a complete set
of fingerprints; the type of offense the person was convicted of; the age of the victim; the
date of conviction; the punishment received; an indication as to whether the person is
discharged, paroled, or released onjuvenileprobation, commmutysupervision, or mandatory
supervision; an indication of each license, as defined by article 62.005(g), that is held or
sought by the person; an indication as to whether the person is or will be employed, canying
on a vocation, or a student at a particular public or private institution ofhigher education in
this state or another state, and the name and address ofthat institution; the identification of
any online identifier established or used by the person; and any other infonnation required
by DPS. See Crim. Proc. Code ali. 62.051(c); see also id. art. 62.001(11) (as added by Act
ofJtme 19~ 2009, 81st Legislature, R.S., ch. 755, § 2, 2009 Tex. Sess. Law Servo 1905, 1906)
(defining "online identifier"). TIns infonnation is public infonnation with the exception of
the person's social security lllU11ber, d1iver's license number, telephone number, the
identification of any online identifier established or used by the person, all infonnation
required by DPS outside of the enumerated categories of infonnation, alld any infonnation
that would identify the victim of the offense for which the person is subject to registration.
See id. art. 62.005(b). Accordingly, the sheriffmustwithhold the responsive infonnation you
have marked in aCCOrdallCe with aliicle 62.005(b).1

Section 552.101 also encompasses laws that make criminal history record infonnation
("CRRl") confidential. CHRl generated by the National Crime hlfonnation Center or by the
Texas Crime hlfonnation Center is confidentialtmder federal and state law. Title 28, pali 20
ofthe Code ofFederal Regulations govems the release of CRRl that states obtain fi.·om the
federal govemment or other states. Open Records Decision No. 565 at 7 (1990). The federal
regulations allow each state to follow its individual law with respect to CHRl it generates.
Id. Section 411.083 of the Govemment Code deems confidential CRRl DPS maintains,
except DPS may disseminate this information as provided in chapter 411, subchapter F of
the Govenmlent Code. See Gov't Code § 411.083. Sections 411.083(b)(l) and 411.089(a)
authOlize a criminal justice agency to obtain CHRl; however, a criminal justice agency may
not release CHRl except to another criminal justice agency for a criminal justice purpose.
Id. § 411.089(b)(1). Other entities specified in chapter 411 of the Govemment Code are
entitled to obtain CHRl fi.·omDPS or another criminaljustice agency; however, those entities
maynot release CHRl except as provided bychapter 411. See generally id. §§411.090-.127.
Similarly, any CHRl obtained fi.·om DPS or any other criminal justice agency must be
withheld under section 552.101 of the Govemment Code in conjunction with Govemment
Code chapter 411, subchapter F. See id. § 411.082(2)(B) (tenn CHRl does not include

lAs our ruling is dispositive for tlllS information, we need not address your claim under section
552.137 oftlle Government Code.
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driving record infonnation). However, section 411.083 does not apply to active wan"ant
infonnation or other infonnation relating to one's Clm"ent involvement with the criminal
justice system. See id. § 411.081(b) (police department allowed to disclose inf0111lation
pertaining to person's Clment involvement in the criminal justice system). Accordingly, the
sheriffmust withhold the CHRI we have mal"ked under section 552.101 ofthe Govenunent
Code in conjunction with section 411.083 of the Govenll11ent Code.

In summary, the sheriff must withhold the responsive infonnation you have marked in
accordance with article 62.005(b) of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The sheriff must
withhold the CHRI we have marked under section 552.101 of the Gove111ment Code in
conjunction with section 411.083 of the Gove111ment Code. The remaining responsive
information must be released.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request alld limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination regarding ally other infomlation or ally other circumstances.

This ruling trigger~ importallt deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
gove111111ental body and ofthe requestor. For more inf0111lation concemil1g those rights alid
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Att0111ey General's Open Govemment Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Att0111ey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

~~
Cindy Nettles
Assistallt Att0111ey General
Open Records Division

CN/dls

Ref: ID# 386253

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


