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Dear Mr. Hager:

You ask whether certain infOlmation is subj ect to required public disclosme lU1der the
Public hlfonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Yourrequest was
assigned ID# 387085 (Reference # 43480).

The City ofRowlett (the "city"), which you represent, received a request for any police or
welfare reports and all govennnent records related to a specified address or seven named
individuals. You claim that the requestyd infonnation is excepted from disclosure lU1der
sections 552.101, 552.103, 552.108, and 552.130 of the Government Code. We have
considered the exceptions you claim and revIewed the submitted infonnation.

Section 552.101 ofthe GOVell:11nelit Cbdeexteptsfi'om disJlos'tu'e>"inf01111ation considered
to be confidential by law, either con9titutional, stat:utory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses the doctrine ofcommon-law privacy, which
protects infonnation if it (1) contains highly intimate or embanassing facts, the publication
ofwhich would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) is not oflegitimate
concern to the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685
(Tex. 1976). This office has fOlU1d that a compilation ofan individual's criminal history is
highly embanassing infonnation, the publication ofwhich would be highly objectionable to
a reasonable person. Cf Us. Dep't ofJustice v. Reporters Comm. for Freedom of the
Press, 489 U.S. 749, 764 (1989) (when considering prong regarding individual's plivacy
interest, comi recognized distinction between public records found in courthouse files and
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local police stations and compiled smmnalY of infonnation and noted that individual has
significant privacy interest in compilation ofone's criminal history). Fmihel11l0re, we find
that a compilation ofaplivate citizen's criminal history is generallynot oflegitimate concel11
to the public. The present request, in pali, seeks all information pertaining to seven named
individuals. We find that this request for unspecified law enforcement records implicates the
named individuals' right to privacy. Therefore, to the extent the city maintains law
enforcement records depicting the named individuals as suspects, arrestees, or criminal
defendants, the city must withhold such infonnation lUlder section 552.101 in conjunction
with common-law privacy.

,~-~ ~ - ~-~~-We note, however, tliat you have sliDmittea.~informafiorlinwliicli tlie n31nea.~indivia.uals are
not listed as suspects, 31Testees, or criminal defend31lts. This infonnation is not part of a
criminal history compilation and thus does not implicate the individuals' right to privacy.
However, we note that some of this infol11lation contains personal fin31lcial infonnation.
Common-law privacy also protects some types ofpersonal financial infonnation. This office
has found that personal financial information not relating to a financial transaction between
an individual and a govemmental body is generally intimate and emba11"assing. See Open
Records Decision No. 545 (1990). We have marked infonnation in one ofthe call slips that.
constitutes personal financial infonnation. Further, we find that there is not a legitimate
public interest in the release of this infonnation. Accordingly, the city must withhold the
infonnation we have marked under section 552.101 in conjunction with common-law
pnvacy.

Section 552.101 of the Govel11ment Code also encompasses infonnation protected by
chapter 411 of the Govermnent Code, which makes criminal histOly record infonnation
("CHRI") generated by the National Crime Infonnation Center, or by tlie Texas Crime
hlfonnation Center confidential. The federal regulations allow each state to follow its
individual law with respect to CHRI it generates. Gov't Code § 411.083. Section 411.083
of the Govermnent Code deems confidential CHRI that the Department of Public Safety
("DPS") maintains, except that DPS may disseminate this infol11lation as provided in
chapter 411, subchapter F of the Govel11ment Code. See id. Sections 411.083(b)(1)
and 411.089(a) authorize a criminal justice agency to obtain CHRI; however, a' criminal
justice agency maynot release CHRI except to another criminal justice agency for a criminal
justice purpose. Id. § 411.089(b)(I). Other entities specified in chapter 411 of the
Govel11ment Code are entitled to obtain CHRI :6.-om DPS or another criminal justice agency;
however, those entities may not release CHRI except as provided by chapter 411. See
generally id. §§ 411.090 - .127. Fm-thennore, ally CHRI obtained from DPS or ally other
criminal justice agency must be withheld lUlder section 552.101 in conjlUlction with
Govel11ment Code chapter 411, subchapter F. We have marked infonnationthe city must
withhold pm-suant to section 552.101 in conjlUlction with chapter 411 of the Govel11ment
Code.
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Section 552.130 ofthe Govermnent Code excepts from public disclosure information that
relates to a Texas motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit or Texas motor
vehicle title orregistration. Id. § 552.130(a)(I), (2). Accordingly, the city must withhold the
Texas motor vehicle record information we have mark~d under section 552.130 of the
Government Code. 1

hl summary, to the extent the city maintains law enforcement records depicting the named
individuals as suspects, arrestees, or criminal defendants, the city, must withhold such
infonnation under section 552.101 of the Govenllnent Code in conjunction with
common-law privacy. The city must withhold the personal financial information we have

~~,~------~lnal1(ea-i.liiael"Section-532~TOI-anIle-Govel111nentCode-in -conjlmCfi6ilwitlicomll10n-law
privacy. The city must also withhold the infOlmation we have marked pursuant to
section 552.101 ofthe Govenllnent Code in conjunctionwith chapter411 ofthe GoVel11111ent
Code. The city must withhold the Texas n10tor vehicle record information we have marked
under section 552.130 of the Govenllnent Code. The remaining information must be
released.

TIns letter ruling is limited to the particular infonllation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination regarding any other infonllation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenllnenta:I body and ofthe requestor. for more infomlation concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orLphp,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Goven1l1lent Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concennng the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney Genenil, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

h (! tJk
Tamara Wilcox
Assistant Attomey General
Open Records Division

TW/dls

IWe note tlns office recently issued Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009), a previous determination
to all govel1unental bodies autllorizing themto withhold ten categories ofinformation, including Texas driver's
license numbers and Texas license plate numbers llilder section 552.130 ofthe Govemment Code, witllOut the
necessity ofrequesting an attomey general decision.
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Ref: ID# 387085

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


