ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
GREG ABBOTT

August 3, 2010

Ms. Neera Chatterjee

Office of General Counsel

The University of Texas System
201 West Seventh Street
Austin, Texas 78701-2902 ...

OR2010-11618

Dear Ms. Chafterj ee:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 391004 (OGC #130841).

The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas (the “university”) received
arequest for the current and past Master Services Agreements over a specified time period.
You state you have released some of the requested information to the requestor. You claim
the submitted ‘information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.103 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted
information. We have also received and considered comments from the requestor. See
Gov’t Code § 552.304 (interested party may subm1t comments stating why information
should or should not be released)

We note the submitted information is made expressly public under section 552.022 of the
Government Code, which provides, in relevant part, as follows:

(a) Without limiting the amount or kind of information that is public
information under this chapter, the following categories of information are
public information and not excepted from required disclosure under this
chapter unless they are expressly confidential under other law:
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(3) information in an account, voucher, or contract relating to the
receipt or expenditure of public or other funds by a governmental
body[ ] :

Gov’tCode§ 552.022(a)(3). In this instance, the submitted information consists of contracts
that pertain to the receipt or expenditure of funds by the university. We note this information
is subject to section 552.022(a)(3). Although you assert this information is excepted from
disclosure under section 552.103 of the Government Code, that section is a discretionary
exception within the Act and not “other law” that makes information confidential. See
Dallas Area Rapid Transit v. Dallas Morning News, 4 S.W.3d 469, 475-76 (Tex.
App—Dallas 1999, no pet.) (governmental body may waive section 552.103); Open
Records Decision Nos. 665 at 2 n. 5,(2000) (discretionary exceptions generally). Therefore,
none of the submitted information may be withheld under section 552.103. As youraise no
further exceptions to disclosure of the submitted information, it must be released to the
requestor.

“This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index_orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Adam Leiber

Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
ACL/eb

Ref: ID# 391004

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor |
(w/o enclosures)




