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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

September 2, 2010

Mr. Brett Bray
General Counsel
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles
4000 Jackson Avenue
Austin, Texas 78731

0R2010-13350

Dear Mr. Bray:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 393349.

The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (the "department") received a request for the
names of persons who have state official license plates. You claim the submitted
information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.130 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted information.

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This section excepts from disclosure information deemed confidential by
statute, such as section 730.004 of the. Transportation Code, which provides that
"[n]otwithstanding any other provision oflaw..1() the contrary, including [the Act], except as
provided by Sections 730.005-730.007, an agency may not disclose personal information
about any person obtained by the agency in connection with a motor vehicle record." Transp.
Code § 730.004. Section 730.003(6) .define~ ':'per~onalinform':l-tion" as information that
identifies a person, including the person:s name. Id. § 730.003(6). A "person" for purposes
ofchapter 730 means an individual, organIzation, or entity other than this state or an agency
of this state. Id. § 730.003(5). The department compiles and maintains motor vehicle
records, and therefore is an "agency" for purposes of chapter 730. See id. § 730.003(1)
(defining "agency" for purposes of chapter 730 to include any Texas state agency that
compiles or maintains motor vehicle records). We understand the department acquired the
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responsive names in connection with its issuance of state official license plates to those
persons. Thus, we find the department obtained the responsive names in connection with
those persons' motor vehicle records. See id §73 O. 003(4) (defining "motor vehicle record"
for purposes of chapter 730 to include a record pertaining to motor vehicle registration
document issued by an agency ofthis state). You do not indicate, and it does not appear, that
any of the exceptions found in sections 730.005 through 730.007 apply in this instance.
Thus, we conclude the department's release of the requested names is prohibited by
section 730.004 in this instance. Accordingly, the department must withhold the submitted
names under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 730.004
of the Transportation Code. 1 As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your
remaining arguments against disclosure.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Bob Davis
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

RSD/tp

Ref: ID# 393349

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

IWe note that section 504.401 ofthe Transportation Code, which authorizes the department's issuance
ofstate official license plates, lists the titles ofall state officials who are pennitted state official license plates.


