
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

September 10,2010
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Chief ofthe General Counsel Division
City ofDallas
1500 Marilla Street, Room 7BN
Dallas, Texas 75201
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, '.~ ..

Dear Mr. Ernst:
, '

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 393206.

The City of Dallas (the "city") received a request for infonnation related to "supportive
housing" at two specified locations. You state the city will release some responsive
infonnation to the requestor. You claim that portions of the submitted infonnation are
excepted from disclosure under sections 552.107 and 552.137 ofthe Government Code. We
have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted representative sample
of information. 1

~,", .,,"

Initially, we note that the infonnation iIi Exhibit B is not responsive to the present request
because it was created after the date the city received the present request for information.
The city need not re1eas~,nonresponsivelnfonnationin response'to this request, and this
ruling will not address that infonnatton.2,

lWe assume that the "representative sample" of information submitted to this office is t1U1y
representative ofthe requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988),497 (1988).
This openrecords letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested
records to the extent that those records contain substantially different types ofinformation than that submitted
to this office.

2As we are able to make this determination, we need not address your argument against disclosure of
this information. Further, "'!e note that, in your correspondence with tins office dated September 9, 2010, you
state the city does not possess any responsive information it seeks to withhold llilder section 552.107 of tile
Government Code. . .
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You next claim the information you marked in Exhibit C is excepted under section 552.137
ofthe Government Code, which excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a member of
the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating electronically with a
governmental body[,]" unless the member ofthe public consents to its release or the e-mail
address is of a type specifically excluded by subsection (c). See Gov't Code
§ 552.137(a)-(c). The e-mail address we have marked is not ofthetype specifically excluded
by section 552.137(c). Accordingly, the city must withhold the e-mail address we marked
under section 552.137, unless the owner of the e-mail address has consented to its release.3

As you raise no other exceptions to disclosure, the remaining responsive information must
be released.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

~~~
. Jennifer Burnett
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

JB/dls

Ref: ID# 393206

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

3We note this office recently issued Open Records DecisionNo. 684 (2009), a previous determination
to all governmental bodies authorizing them to withhold ten categories of information, including e-mail
addresses of members of the public under section 552.137 of the Government Code, without the necessity of
requesting an attorney general decision.


