
October 29,2010 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Ms. Jelmifer C. Cohen 
Assistant General Counsel 
Texas Depmiment of Public Safety 
P.O. Box 4087 
Austin, Texas 78773-0001 

Dear Ms. Cohen: 

0R2010-16427 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosure tmder the 
Public InfonnationAct (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenunent Code. Yourrequestwas 
assigned ID# 398413 (ORA# 10-1845). 

The Texas DepartmentofPublic Safety (the "depmiment") received a request forinfonnation 
peliaining to q. nmned depmiment officer. You claim portions of the submitted infonnation 
are excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101, 552.117, 552.130, and 552.137 ofthe 
Govenunent Code. 1 We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 
submitted representative sample ofinfonnation.2 

Initially, we note this office recently issued Open Records Letter No. 2010-12863 (2010), a 
previous detennination authorizing the depmiment to withhold persOlmel records of 
cOlmnissioned officers ofthe depmiment under section 552.101 ofthe GovenU11ent Code in 
conjunction with section 411.00755 of the Govenmlent Code, unless the exceptions to 

IAlthough you raise section 552.1175 for pOltions of the submitted infOlmation, we note the conect 
exception to raise for infOlmation pertaining to an officer employed by the deparhllent is section 552.117. 

2We assume that the "representative sample" of records submitted to tlns office is h1.11y representative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988),497 (1988). TIns open 
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any otller requested records 
to the extent thatthose records contain substantially different types of information than tllat subnntted to this 
office. 
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. 
confidentiality listed in subsections 411. 007 5 5 (b) (1 )-(12) or the release provisions listed in 
subsection 411.00755(c) are applicable. See Gov't Code § 411.00755(b)(1)-(12), (c). You 
indicate the illfol111ation you have marked under section 411.00755 does not contain any of 
the types of information listed in subsections 411. 00755 (b) (1 )-(12), and there is no indication 
the release provisions in subsection 411.0075 5( c) are applicable in this instance. Therefore, 
pursuant to Open Records Letter No. 2010-12863, the department must withhold the 
infol111ation ybu have marked under section 552.101 ofthe Govel11ment Code in conjunction 
with section 411.00755 of the Govenmlent Code. See Open Records Decision No. 673 
(2001) (goven1l11ental body may rely on previousdetennination when elements oflaw, facts, 
and circumstances have not changed, decision concludes specific, clearly delineated category 
of infonnatioll is excepted, and govel11mental body is explicitly infol111ed it need not seek a 
decision froni this office to withhold infonnation in response to future requests). 

Section 552. n 7(a)(2) excepts from public disclosure a peace officer's home address and 
telephone nurhber, social security number, and family member infonnation regardless of 
whether the p~ace officer made an election under section 552.024 of the Govel11ment Code. 
Gov't Code §"552.117(a)(2). Section 552. 117(a)(2) applies to peace officers as defined by 
miicle 2.12 oHhe Code of Criminal Procedure. Accordingly, the depmiment must withhold 
the infol111ation you have marked in the remaining infonnation, except as we have marked 
for release, under section 552.117( a) (2) of the Govemment Code. The department must also 
withhold the additional infonnation we have marked under section 552.117(a)(2). 

Section 552.130 of the Govel11ment Code excepts from disclosure "infonnation [that] relates 
to ... a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit issued by an agency of this 
state[.]" Id. § 552.130(a)(1). Upon review, the depalimentmust withhold the Texas driver's 
license number you have marked under section 552.130. 

Section 552.137 of the Govenunent Code excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a 
member ofthe public that is provided for the purpose of cOlmmll1icating electronically with 
a govenunental body" unless the member of the public consents to its release or the 
e-mail addres$is ofa type specifically excluded by subsection (c). See id. § 552. 137(a), (b). 
Upon review;,the depmiment must withhold the e-mail address you have marked lll1der 
section 552.13.7, unless the owner of the address affinnatively consents to its release.3 

In sunmlmy, ,the department must withhold the infonnation you have marked lll1der 
section 552.101 of the Govenunent Code in conjunction with section 411.00755 of the 
Govermnent Code pursuant to Open Records Letter No. 2010-12863. The depmiment must 

3We note this office issued Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009), a previous detel11llnation to all 
govenm1ental bO,dies authorizing them to withhold ten categories of information, including Texas driver's 
license mm1bers under section 552.130 of the Govenllnent Code and an e-mail address of a member of the 
public lmder section 552.13 7 of the Govenm1ent Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney general 
decision. 
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withhold the marked infonnation, except as we have marked for release, lU1der 
section 552. I'17(a)(2) of the Govel11ment Code. The depaIiment must also withhold the 
infol11lationyou have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code. The 
department must withhold the e-mail address you have marked under section 5 52.13 7, unless 
the owner of the address affil111atively consents to its release. The remaining infol1l1ation 
must be released. 

This letter ruling is lil~lited to the paIiicular infol11lation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; th~refore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determinatiOIt regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling ti"iggers important deadlines regarding the rights aIld responsibilities of the 
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concel11ing those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.l1s/openJindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attol11ey General's Open Govel11ment Hotline, toll fi'ee, at 
(877) 673-6839. Questions concel11ing the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attol11ey General, toll fi'ee at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, i 

if CIfYVl-tt IlL· il Liv Ilu vL 
Tamara H. Holland 
Assistant AttQl11ey General 
Open Records Division 

THH/em 

Ref: ID# 398413 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o e~lc1osures) 


