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You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 398808. 

The City of Lubbock (the "city") received a request for the "name ofthe person, persons or 
organization which donated [funds] to the construction of the new animal shelter." You 
claim that a portion of the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and 
reviewed the submitted information. We have also received and considered comments 
submitted by the requestor. See Gov't Code § 552.304 (interested party may submit 
comments stating why information should or should not be released). 

You contend that the donor's name is protected by common-law privacy. Section 552.101 
of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered to be confidential 
by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judiCial decision." Id. § 552.101. This section 
encompasses common law privacy, which prbtects information if it (1) contains highly 
intimate or embarrassing facts, the publication of which would be highly objectionable to a 
reasonable person, and (2)is not oflegitimate concern to the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. 
Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d668 (Tex. 1976). Personal financial information concerning 
an individual, and not involving a transaction with a governmental body, generally meets 
both prongs of this test, and is therefore protected by a common law right of privacy. See 
Open Records Decision Nos. 545 (1990), 523 (1989). However, the public has a legitimate 
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interest in financial transactions with governmental bodies. We note that in Open Records 
Decision No.5 90 (1991), this office determined that a donation of money to a university was 
a financial transaction between the donor and a public body. Therefore, such a transaction 
does not involve facts about an individual's private affairs. ld. at 3. Moreover, such a 
transaction is a matter of legitimate public concern, because the public has a legitimate 
interest in knowing who funds and therefore potentially influences public entities. ld. This 
concern encompasses both the amount of the donation and the identity of the donor. ld. 
Thus, we conclude that the donor's name is not protected by common-law privacy and may 
not be withheld on that basis under section 552.101 of the Government Code. As you make 
no further arguments against disclosure, the submitted information must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any' other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Christina Alvarado 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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Ref: ID# 398808 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


