
November 8, ,2010 

Ms. T. Trisha;Dang 
Assistant City Attol11ey 
City of Corplls Clu'isti 
P.O. Box 9277 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Corpus Clrristi, Texas 78469-9277 

Dear Ms. Dang: 

0R2010-16921 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public InfonnationAct (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenmlent Code. Yourrequestwas 
assigned ID# 399329. 

The Corpus Clu'isti Police Department (the "department") received a request for a copy of 
a runaway wanant peliaining to a named individual. You claim that the requested 
infonnation i~ excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 ofthe Govel11ment Code. We 
have considelied the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation. 

Section 552.101 ofthe Govenunent Code excepts from disclosure "infol111ation considered 
to be confide~i.tial by law, either constitutional, statutOlY, or by judicial decision." This 
section encompasses the doctrine of cOlllinon-law privacy, which protects infonnation that 
(1) contains highly intimate or embarrassing facts, the pUblication of which would be highly 
objectionalJle<,to a reasonable person, and (2) is not of legitimate concem to the pUblic. 
Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685 (Tex. 1976). To 
demonstrate the applicability of cOlllill0n-law privacy, both prongs of this test must be 
demonstrated. Id. at 681-82. This office has fOlll1d that a compilation of an individual's 
criminal history record infonnation is highly embanassing infonnation, the pUblication of 
which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person. Cf u.s. Dep't of Justice v. 
Reporters Comm.for Freedom of the Press, 489 U.S. 749, 764 (1989) (when considering 
prong regarding individual's privacy interest, court recognized distinction between public 
records found. in courthouse files and local police stations and compiled summary of 
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infonnation ahd noted that individual has significant privacy interest in compilation of one's 
criminal history). Ftuihemlore, we find that a compilation of a private citizen's criminal 
history is generally not of legitimate concem .to the pUblic. 

The submitted infonnation peliains to a missing juvenile. This information does not depict 
the named individual as a suspect, alTestee, or criminal defendant; therefore, this infonnation 
does not consist of a criminal histOlY compilation. Accordingly, the submitted infonnation 
may not be withheld under section 552.101 in conjunction with common-law privacy on this 
basis. 

Section 552.1.01 also etlcompasses laws that make criminal history record infonnation 
("CRRl") confidential. CRRI generated by the National Crime Illfonnation Center or by the 
Texas Crime Infonnation Center is confidentiallmder federal and state law. Title 28, pmi 20 
of the Code of Federal Regulations govems the release ofCRRI that states obtain from the 
federal govenunent or other states. Open Records Decision No. 565 at 7 (1990). The federal 
regulations allow each state to follow its individual law with respect to CRRI it generates. 
Ie!. Section 411.083 of the Govenunent Code deems confidential CRRI the Texas 
Depmiment of Public Safety ("DPS") maintains, except DPS may disseminate this 
infonnation as provided in chapter 411, subchapter F of the Govenunent Code. See Gov't 
Code § 411.08,3. Sections 411.083(b)(1) and 411.089(a) authorize a criminal justice agency 
to obtain CRID.; however, a criminal justice agency may not release CRRI except to another 
criminal justi¢.e agency for a criminal justice ptu-pose. Ie!. § 411.089(b)(1). Other entities 
specified in chapter 411 ofthe Govenunent Code are entitled to obtain CRRI from DPS or 
another criminal justice agency; however, those entities may not release CRRl except as 
provided by chapter 411. See generally ie!. §§ 411.090-.127. Similm"ly, any CRRI obtained 
from DPS or any other criminal justice agency must be withheld under section 552.101 of 
the GovemmeJ;l.t Code in conjunction with GovenU11ent Code chapter 411, subchapter F. The 
depmiment Im~st withhold the CRRl we have marked lmder section 552.101 in conjlUlction 
with chapter 411 and federal law. The remaining infomlation must be released. 1 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as. presented to u~; therefore, this mling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatiOlHegarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

~ .. 

lWe note that this requestor, as the representative of the juvenile's parent, has a special right of access 
to some of the it'uonnation being released. See Gov't Code § 552.023(a) (person or person's authorized 
representative has a special right of access to records that contain information relating to the person that are 
protected from pqblic disclosure by laws intended to protect that person's privacy interests). Therefore, if the 
department receiyes another request for this inf0l111ation fi'om a person who does not have a special right of 
access to tlus information, the department should resubnut tlus same infonnation and request another decision 
from tlus office. !See id. §§ 552.301(a), .302; Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001). 



Ms. T. Trisha Dang - Page 3 

This TIlling triggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infornlation concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex orl.php, 
or call the Gffice of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, at . 
(877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attorney General, toll fi:ee at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

r1aMiCl VZl ~ 1\0 Uetu.L 
Tamara H. Holland 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

THH/em i 

Ref: ID# 39,9329 

Enc. SubmLtted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

,. 
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