
December 2,2010 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Ms. Andrea Slater Gulley 
Underwood, Wilson, BelTY, Stein & Jolmson, P.C. 
P.O. Box 9158 
Amarillo, Te)(Ets 79105-9158 

Dear Ms. Gulley: 

0R2010-18086 

You ask whether certain infomlation is subj ect to required public disclosure under the 
Public InfonnationAct (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 406617. 

The Anlarillolndependent School District (the "district"), which you represent, received a 
request for nine items of infomlation relating to all full-time district employees. Y Oll state 
some of the ; requested information has been released. You claim other responsive 
infonnation is.excepted :fi:om disclosure under section 552.1 0 1 of the Govemment Code. We 
have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the infonnation you submitted.! 

Section 552.101 of the Governillent Code excepts :li01n disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101. This exception encompasses common-law privacy, which protects 
infonnation that is highly intimate or embalTassing, such that its release would be highly 
objectionableto a person of ordinary sensibilities, and of no legitimate public interest. See 
Indus. Found.y. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668,685 (Tex. 1976). Common-law 
privacy encompasses celiain types of personal financial infol111ation. Financial information 
that relates only to an individual ordinarily satisfies the first element of the common-law 
privacy test, but the public has a legitimate interest in the essential facts about a financial 

" transaction between an individual and a govemmental body. See Open Records Decision 

IThis letter ruling assumes that the submitted representative sample of infol111atlon is truly 
representative of the requested information as a whole. This ruling neither reaches nor authorizes the dish'ict 
to withhold any information that is substantially different from the submitted infonnation. See Gov't Code 
§§ 552.301(e)(1)(D), .302; Open Records Decision Nos. 499 at 6 (1988), 497 at 4 (1988). 
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Nos. 600 at 9-12 (1992) (identifying public and private pOliions of certain state persomlel 
records), 545 at 4 (1990) (attol11ey general has fOlU1d kinds of financial infonnation not 
excepted from public disclosure by common-law privacy to generally be those regarding 

___ Tecei)2tbfgcyvenlltiel1.tal fundsot debts owed to govennnental entities)" 523 at 4 (1989) 
(noting distinction under connnon-law privacy between confidential backgrolU1d financial 
infonnation furnished to public body about individual and basic facts regarding pmiicular 
financial transaction between individual and public body), 373 at 4 (1983) (detel111ination of 
whether public's interest in obtaining personal financial infol111ation is sufficient to justify 
its disclosure must be made on case-by-case basis). We agree the personal financial 
infonnation you have marked is highly intimate or embarrassing and not a matter of 
legitimate public interest. We therefore conclude the district must withhold the marked 
infonnation linder section 552.101 of the Govennnent Code in conjlU1ction with COlmnon
law privacy. The district must release the rest of the submitted infol111ation lU1less it has 
already done so. . 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatiOlFegarding any other infol111ation or any other circumstmlces. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govel11mentatbody and ofthe requestor. For more information concel11ing those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attol11ey General's Open Govennnent Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-:6839. Questions concel11ing the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules AdmiI'tisttator ofthe Office of 
the Attol11ey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

i·; 

c mes W. Morris, III 
Assistant Attql11ey General 
Open Record~ Division 

JWM/em 

Ref: ID# 496617 

Ene: Submitted documents 

c: Reque~tor 

(w/o enclosmes) 
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