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1. 

December 14~ 2010 

Mr. Gary A. ~cott-
AS$istant City Attorney 
City of Conroe 
P.O. Box 3066 
Conroe, Texas 77305 

Dear Mr. Scott: 

0R2010-18725 

You ask whether celiain infol111ation is subject to required public disclosme under the 
Public Infol111ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Yom request was 
assigned ID# 402776. 

The City ofCi?nroe (the "city") received a request for five categories of infOlmation relating 
to automated Wd light enforcement. You state infonnation responsive to palis two through 
five of the request has been released. You claim infonnation responsive to part one of the 
request is exce;pted from disclosme under sections 552.101 and 552.136 ofthe Govenmlent 
Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the information you 
submitted. I -

'. 

Initially, we a~dress yom statement that the city "does not have the teclmological capability 
to electronically redact any infonnation from the [submitted] repolis." You state that "[i]f 
portions of th~ infonnation are ruled to be [excepted :6:om disclosme], those pOliions will 
have to be manuallyredacted[.]" We note administrative inconvenience in responding to a 
request for information is not grounds for refusing to comply with a request under the Act. 
See Indus. Fo~(nd. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668,687 (Tex. 1976). 

1.;; 
IThis le~ter ruling assumes the submitted representative sample of information is truly representative 

of the requested'iiuonnation as a whole. This ruling neither reaches nor authorizes the city to withhold any 
information thatl§ substantially different from the submittediluormation. See Gov't Code §§ 552.301( e)(l)(D), 
.302; Open Recdrds Decision Nos. 499 at 6 (1988), 497 at 4 (1988). 
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. Section 552.101 of the Govenmlent Code excepts from disclosure "infonnation considered 

___ . ___ .. _ .. __ . : .. to .. b.e. confi.d~~lti<ll_byJ'lw,_eiJI}er .coJlstj!Utigl}.,!I, .~t£ttujOl'Y, _ <2r.Q'yjl!.dici~l. d~~i§i9.1~:" g~y'_t_. ___ . _____ ... _____ . __ .. 
Code § 552.101. This exception encompasses infol111ation other statutes make confidential. 

. - - __ . _____ S~.Q!iQn_73Q9D4-9.fJhe T.l~al1~p-ortati.91LC9_~..JlrQyifl_e.§_1:hal.'ln].91wi!l1~t<tJ,19i!lg.aIJY.9th.e1'_ _____ .. ___ . ___ _ 
provision of law to the contrary, including [the Act], except as provided by 
Sections 730',005-730.007, an agency may not disclose personal infol111ation about any 
person obtain'ed by the agency in cOlmection with a motor vehicle record." Transp. Code 
§ 730.004; see iel. § 730.003(4) (defining "motor vehicle record" to include a record that 
peliains to a m'otor vehicle operator's or driver's license orpel111i t, motor vehicle registTation, 
motor vehicle title, or identification document issued by an agency of this state). 
Section 730.013 ofthe TranspOliation Code provides that for purposes of chapter 730 of the 

- ti-allsportatio'il Code:' - '--

(a) An authorized recipient of personal infol111ation may not resell or 
redisclose the personal infol111ation in the identical or a substantially identical 
format the personal information was disclosed to the recipient by the 
applicable agency. 

(b) k':J. authorized recipient of personal infonnation may resell or redisclose 
the infol111ation only for a use permitted under Section 730.007. 

(c) Nh authorized recipient who resells or rediscloses personal infol111ation 
obtai11~d from an agency shall be required by that agency to: 

, (1) maintain for a period of not less than five years records as 
: to any person or entity receiving that infonnation and the 

-:: pennitted use for which it was obtained; and 

. (2) provide copies ofthose records to the agency on request. 

(d) A, person commits an offense if the person violates this section. An 
offens:e under this subsection is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $25,000. 

fel. § 730.013;: You explain the city contTacts with a third pmiy, Americml Traffic Solutions 
("ATS"), to operate red light cameras at certain intersections in the city. You indicate that 
ATS, acting oil behalf ofthe city, uses photographs of Texas license plate numbers to obtain 
additional mQIor vehicle record infol111ation from the Texas Department of Transportation 
("TxDOT").We note TxDOT is an agency, as defined by section 730.003 ofTranspOliation 
Code, that obtains or compiles motor vehicle records. See iel. § 730.003(1). We also note 
"personal information" means information that identifies a person, including an individual's 
photograph or computerized image, social security number, driver identification number, 
name, address, but not the zip code, telephone number, and medical or disability infol111ation. 
See iel. § 730.003(6); see also iel. § 730.003(5) ("person" means an individual, organization, 
or entity othe~' than this state or an agency of this state). We find that in obtaining motor 



Mr. Gary A. Scott - Page 3 

, 
vehicle infonnation from TxDOT to assist the city in can-ying out its functions, ATS is an 
authorized recipient of personal infol111ation for purposes of section 730.013. See ie!. 

-------- --------§73-0-:0(ii{~5(i)(A)(ii) (allth-oi-lzedi:e-ciplen(111cludes-a private--entfty-actiilg-ollb-ehaIfori-- -- -- -- - ------------
_ ~ __________ govel~mlent a.gency in calTying out the agency's functions). 

. -- - --~~-~'I----------- ~-~-~-~---~-~-~-------~~----------------~-----__ ~ ____ ~ ____ _ 

You seek to '0'ithhold the names of violators under section 730.013 of the TranspOliation 
Code. We note the violators' names are contained in a "Dismissal Detail Report" ATS 
appears to h~ve created. We understand the violators' names are in the identical or 
su bstantially identical f0l111at in which ATS received them from TxDOT. Thus, because this 
personal information was obtained from TxDOT by an authorized recipient, we find the 
violators' nanles are confidentiallU1der section 730.013(a) ofthe Transportation Code. As 
thei-e isnO irldicaIioil1:hat i;elease-c)f this iii.f6rnlatioiiwolllabe fota usepelinitted lli1der 
section 730.007 of the TranspOliation Code, we therefore conclude the city must withhold 
the violators'names under section 552.101 of the Govenmlent Code in conjunction with 
section 730.013. 

You also claiin section 552.136 ofthe Govel11ment Code, which provides as follows: 
.;.-

(a) Ii} this section, "access device" means a card, plate, 'code, account 
numh~'r, personal identification number, electronic serial number, mobile 
identi[J.cation number, or other teleconmmnications service, equipment, or 
instrul-flent identifier or means of account access that alone or in conjlU1ction 
with a'i1other access device may be used to: 

:; (1) obtain money, goods, services, or another thing of value; or 

.: (2) initiate a transfer of funds other than a transfer originated solely 
~ •. by paper instrument. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of [the Act], a credit card, debit 
card, sharge card, or access device number that is collected, assembled, or 
maintqined by or for a govel11mental body is confidential. 

Gov't Code §!f?52.136. You contend section 552.136 is applicable to the checking account 
numbers, rOl1ting numbers, check numbers, notice numbers, and document 11lunbers 
contained in tJle submitted reports. You explain that the notice and document numbers are 
"access devic~ numbers or pin numbers that are used to access an individual's account and 
... pay off:Jhe Notices of Violation." Having considered your arguments, we note 
section 552.136 is not applicable to a check number or to information contained in a money 
order. Therefo're, the city may not withhold the check 11lU11bers or the checking account and 
routing numbers that pertain to money orders under section 552.136. Based on your 
representations, we conclude the city must withhold the rest of the checking account and 

,.------------------------____________ --1 
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routing numbers and all of the notice and document numbers under section 552.136 of the 
Govemment Code.2 

~_._~ ~~~ __ ~Il]_ SU111ElctDr~01J:he_.<:;ttYJ1_~1~~~ithholcUb.~~~iolat()1~'--~~m~_:t:l~~e~ s~~!i9!~~~~!9L0'. ~I~~~ __ ~ ____ ~ __ 
Govemment Code in conjunction with section 730.013 ofthe Transportation Code; and (2) 
except for the checking account and routing numbers that pertain to money orders, the city 
must withhold the checking account, routing, notice, and document numbers under 
section 552.136 of the Govemment Code. The rest of the submitted inf011l1ation must be 
released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the pmiicular inf011l1ation at issue in this request and limited 
--- --- --- fotlleIacts ashJiesellted t6lis;therefore~ this ruIiilg 11111St 11.0t be relied llP-Oll as-a previbus 

determination:Tegarding any other inf011lIation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling tl'iggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmentat;body and ofthe requestor. For more infom1ation conceming those rights mId' 
responsibilitiE?,s, please visit our w:ebsite at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Att011ley General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673 T6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
info11lIation l11Ider the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attomey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

QincerelY I,: ~ __ 

-~--- --A~d~'~~-~--
(James W. Mqrris, III 
Assistant AttQ11ley General 
Open Records Division 

JWM/em 

Ref: ID# 402776 

Enc: Submitted documents 

c: Reque~tor 

(w/o ellc1osures) 

\'. 
2We note this office has issued Open Records Decision No, 684 (2009), a previous determination 

authorizing all g?vernmental bodies to withhold ten categories ofinfomlation, including a bank accOlU1tmU11ber 
and a bank routing number under section 552.136, without the necessity of requesting an attomey general 
decision. " 

_____________ " _____ ~ _________________ • _______________ ._J 


