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December 15;:2010 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

----- ----- - -----~--~-~---------- -~---~ 
-~-----------------~-------~-------------I 

Mr. Gary A. Scott 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Conroe 
P.O. Box 3066 

-Comoe, Texas 403185 

Dear Mr. Scott: 

0R2010-18822 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure llllder the 
Public Infol111ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 403185. 

The Conroe Police Department and the City of Conroe (collectively the "city") received a 
request for th~ full names and present addresses of two named officers, all infonnation 
relating to the, named officer's training and job perfOl11llilCe, all medical records peliaining 
to these offic~rs, the complete personnel file of lily officer involved in a specified case, any 
documents rdating to the policies of the city's police department relating to arrests, searches, 
or seizures, 3,lld seven categories of information relating to the specified case and any 
informants, witnesses, or police officers involved in the case. We lmderstand you have 
withheld the ac;ldresses of the named officers under section 552.117 (a)(2) ofthe Government 
Code. 1 Y ou ~tate the city has released some infol11lation to the requestor. You state some 

IWe note the previous determination issued in Open Records Decision No. 670 (2001) authorizes all 
governmental bodies to withhold the home addresses and telephone numbers, personal cellular telephone and 
pager numbers:': social secmity mmlbers, and family member information of peace officers lmder 
section552.117(a)(2) of the Government Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney general decision. 
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of the requested infol111ation does not exist.2 You claim that the submitted infonnation is 
excepted frOlll.disclosure under sections 552.108 and 552.130 ofthe Govel11ment Code. We 
have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted infol111ation. 

Section 552.1 08( a) (1 ) ofthe Govenunent Code excepts from disclosure "[i]nformation held 
by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime ... if ... release ofthe infol111ation would interfere with the detection, 
investigation,or prosecution of crime[.]" Gov't Cod~ § 552.108(a)(1). A govenU11ental 
body that claims an exception to disclosure under section 552.108 must reasonably explain 
how and why this exception is applicable to the infonnation at issue. See id. 

_____ ______ ji2_i~lQ~J~)n)L.30H~lCILCA)~ExpartePru~, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state the 
submitted inf~rmation pertains to acase-tllat-relnains -pendil1g~-opel.l, ancCactlve and is------------------
currently subject to prosecution. Upon review, we conclude release of the submitted 
information would interfere with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime. See 
Houston CMonicle Pub 'g Co. v. City of Houston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. 
App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (court delineates law enforcement interests that are 
present in a:6tiye cases), writ reTel n.r.e. per GUriC1711, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976). Thus, we 
conclude section 552.108(a)(1) is applicable to the submitted information. 

However, section 552.108 does not except from disclosure "basic infol111ation about an 
arrested pers~il, an arrest, or a crime." Gov't Code § 552.108(c). Section 552.108(c) refers 
to the basic front-page information held to be public in Houston Chronicle. See 531 S.W.2d 
at 186-88; Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976) (sununarizing types of infonnation 
considered to',be basic infol111ation). We note that basic infol111ation described in Houston 
Chronicle does not include Texas motor vehicle record inf0l111ation subject to 
section 552.1:30 of the Govenunent Code. Therefore, with the exception of basic 
infol111ation, which you state the city has already released, the city may withhold the 
submitted in~C?nnation under section 552.108(a)(1) of the Govenunent Code.3 

This letter ruLing is limited to the pmiicular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts a~presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination"regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

'·'oi.: 

This ruling ti-iggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmentakbody and ofthe requestor. For more infol111ation concel11ing those rights and 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website at lllip://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 

2The A~t does not require a govenmlental body that receives a request for infol111ation to create 
infol111ation that: did not exist when the request was received. See Eeon. Opportunities Dev. Corp. v. 
Bustamante, 56;? S.W.2d 266 (Tex. Civ. App.-San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd); Open Records Decision 
Nos.605 at 2 (1992), 563 at 8 (1990), 555 at 1-2 (1990). 

:~ 

3 As ou{ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argmnent against the disclosure of 
this information .. 
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or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673~6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
information llllder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 

=-=---====---=-==-=:Uie_Kl10rn~~BeIledil~-toUTTe~-::CitJ~_~~I6'(Z~67~7.· _______________ _ 

Sincerely, 

1fAidl~ 
Kate Hartfielcl 
Assistant Attomey General 
Open Record~ Division 
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KH/em 

Ref: ID# 4Q3185 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o e~lc1osures) 


