
December 20,2010 

Ms. Julie V. Pandya 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Nichols, Jackson, Dillard, Hager & Smith, L.L.P. 
For City of Farmers Branch 
1800 Lincoln Plaza 
500 North Akard 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Dear Ms. Pandya: 

0R2010-19121 

You ask whether celiain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public fuformationAct (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Govemment Code. Yourrequestwas 
assigned ID# 403942 (Client # 45795). 

The City of Farmers Branch (the "city"), which you represent, received a request for video 
footage and audio recordings from a certain period related to pursuits, physical altercations 
and traffic accidents involving the city's police officers. 1 You state some ofthe information 
will be released to the requestor upon the requestor's response to a cost estimate. You claim 
all or portions of the submitted infonnation are excepted from disclosure lmder 
sections 552.108 and 552.130 ofthe Govemment Code. We have considered the exceptions 
you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.1 08( a) excepts from disclosure "[iJnfonnation held by a law enforcement agency 
or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime ... if ... 
release of the information would interfere with the detection, investigation, or prosecution 
of crime." Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). Generally, a govemmental body claiming 
section 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why the release of the requested 

'You state, and provide documentation showing, the city sought and received clalification from the 
requestor regarding the request. See Gov't Code § 552.222(b) (stating if information requested is unclear to 
governmental body or iflarge amOlmt of information has been requested, governmental body may ask requestor 
to clarify or narrow request, but may not inquire into purpose for which infonuation will be used); see also City 
of Dallas v. Abbott, 304 S. W.3d 380, 387 (Tex. 2010) (holding that when a gove111mental entity, acting in good 
faith, requests clarification or narrowing of an unclear or over-broad request for public infonnation, the ten-day 

, period to request an attomey general ruling is measmed from the date the request is clarified or narrowed). 
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information would interfere with law enforcement. See id. §§ 552.108(a)(1), .301(e)(1)(A); 
see also Exparte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You assert, and provide a statement 
from the city's police department supporting the assertion, that the submitted information 
relates to on-going climinal prosecutions and release ofthe information would interfere with 
the detection, investigation, and prosecution of the alleged climes. Based upon this 
representation and our review, we conclude section 552.108(a)(1) is applicable to the 
submitted information. See Houston Chronicle Publ 'g Co. v. City of Houston, 531 
S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (colUidelineates law enforcement 
interests that are present in active cases), writ ref'd n.r.e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 
(Tex. 1976). Accordingly, the department may withhold the submitted information lUlder 
section 552.108(a)(1) of the Gove11lment Code.2 

This letter ruling is limited to the pruiicular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling tliggers important deadlines regarding the lights and responsibilities of the 
gove11l1nental body and ofthe requestor. For more information conce11ling those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Att011ley General's Open Gove11lment Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839 .. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Att011ley General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

s/trd ,~ 
Neal Falgoust 0-
Assistant Att011ley General 
Open Records Division 

NF/dls 

Ref: ID# 403942 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

2 As our ruling is dispositive, we do not address your remaining argmnent against disclosure. 


