
January 13, 2011 

Ms. Maria Miller 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

___ LegaLnep_artment· __________________________________ 
i 

Dallas County COllllmmity College District 
1601 South Lamar, Suite 208 
Dallas, Texas 75215-1816 

0R2011-00690 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 405921. 

The Dallas County COlmnunity College District (the "district") received a request for a 
specified police report. You state some responsive infonnation has been or will be made 
available to the requestor. You claim some of the submitted information is excepted from 
disclosure under Open Records Decision No. 127 (1978). We have considered your 
argument and reviewed the submitted infonnation. 

We understand you to argue that Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976) allows the district 
to withhold the identifying infonnation of witnesses. However, Open Records Decision 
No. 127 is not an exception to disclosure. That decision dealt with infonnation that is 
excepted from required public disclosure under section 552.1 08 ofthe Govemment Code and 
summarizes basic and arrest infOlmation deemed public in Houston Chronicle Publishing 
Co. v. City o/Houston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975), writ 
rej'd n.r.e. per curim1'l, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex.1976). Section 552.108 of the Govemment 
Code provides in part: 

(a) Infonnation held by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals 
with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime is excepted fi.·om 
[required public disclosure] if: 
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(1) release of the infonnation would interfere with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of crime; 

(2) it is infonnation that the deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime only in relation to an investigation that did not 
result in conviction or defened adjudication; 

(3) it is infomlation relating to a threat against a peace officer 
collected or disseminated under Section 411.048; or 

--------(4~-it-isjnfonl1ation-that:--------------------------I 

(A) is prepared by an attomey representing the state in 
anticipation of or in the course of preparing for criminal 
litigation; or 

(B) reflects the mental impressions or legal reasoning of an 
attomey representing the state. 

(b) An intemal record or notation of a law enforcement agency or prosecutor 
that is maintained for intemal use in matters relating to law enforcement or 
prosecution is excepted from [required public disclosure] if: 

(1) release of the intemal record or notation would interfere 
with law enforcement or prosecution; 

(2) the intemal record or notation relates to law enforcement 
only in relation to an investigation that did not result in 
conviction or defened adjudication; or 

(3) the intemal record or notation: 

(A) is prepared by an attomeyrepresenting the state in 
anticipation of or in the course of preparing for 
criminal litigation; or 

(B) reflects the mental impressions or legal reasoning 
of an attomey representing the state. 

Gov't Code § 552.108(a)-(b). A govel11mental body that claims an exception to disclosure 
under section 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why this exception is applicable to 
the infonnation that the govenmlental body seeks to withhold. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.301(e)(1)(A); Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977); Open Records Decision 
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No. 434 at 2-3 (1986). You make no argtU11ents under section 552.108 of the Govemment 
Code. Therefore, you have failed to demonstrate the applicability of section 552.108 to the 
infonnation at issue. Gov't Code § 552.301(e)(1)(A) (govenllnental body must reasonably 
explain how and why exception is applicable to the information at issue). Thus, the district 
may not withhold any portion of the submitted information on that basis. 

We note some of the submitted infonnation is subject to section 552.130 ofthe Govemment 
Code.! Section 552.130 excepts from disclosure "information [that] relates to .... a motor 
vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit issued by an agency of this state[.]" Gov't 
Code § 552.130(a)(1). The district must withhold the Texas driver's license munbers we 

--------hav:e-markecLundeLsection552.13D-oLthe-Go¥enllnenLCode.-----------------

We note some ofthe remaining infOlmation is subject to section 552.137 ofthe Govenllnent 
Code, which excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a member of the public that is 
provided for the purpose of communicating electronically with a govenllnental body," tU11ess 
the member of the public consents to its release or the e-mail address is of a type specifically 
excluded by subsection (c). See id. § 552.137(a)-(c). The e-mail addresses at issue are not 
excluded by subsection (c). Therefore, the district must withhold the personal e-mail 
addresses we have marked under section 552.137 of the Govemment Code, unless the 
owners affinnatively consent to their public disclosure. 

In smmnary, the district must withhold the infonnation we have marked under 
sections 552.130 and 552.137 ofthe Govenllnent Code.2 The remaining information must 
be reieased.3 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circmnstances. 

IThe Office of the Attorney General will raise a mandatory exception on behalf of a govenU11ental 
body, but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987), 480 (1987), 470 
(1987). 

2This office issued Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009), a previous detennination to all 
govel11mental bodies authorizing them to withhold ten categories of information, including Texas driver's 
license 11lunbers lUlder section 552.130 ofthe Govennnent Code and e-mail addresses of members ofthe public 
lUlder section 552.137 of the Govennnent Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney general 
decision. 

3We note the information being released contains social security 11lunbers. Section 552.147 (b) ofthe 
Goven1111ent Code authorizes a goven1111ental body to redact a living person's social security 11lUllber fi.-om 
public release without the necessity ofrequesting a decision from tillS office. See Gov't Code § 552.147(b). 
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This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govenunental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll fi'ee, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attomey General, toll fi'ee, at (888) 672-6787. 

------------~-------------------------------------------------------
J elmifer Bumett 
Assistant Attomey General 
Open Records Division 

JB/dls 

Ref: ID# 405921 

Enc. Submitted docmnents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


