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Ms. Jessica S~ngsvang 
Assistant City Attomey 
City of Fort WOlih 

ATTORN~Y GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

1000 Throckl1lOlion Street, 3rd Hoor 
Fort Worth, Texas 7610i' . 

Dear Ms. Sangsvang: 

0R2011-04759 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure tmder the 
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Govenllnent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#.413S13 (Fort Worth PIR No. W006227). 

The FOli WOJ;th Police Depaliment (the "department") received a request for a specified 
report. Y ot\:claim that the submitted infonnation is excepted from disclosure under 
section 552.19S ofthe Govenllnent Code. We have considered the exception you claim and 
reviewed the.#ubmitted infonnation. 

Section 552.1QS( a)(l) of the Goy'eriunentCodeexcepts from disclosure "[i]nfonnation held 
by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution oJ crime ... if ... release ofthe infonnation would interfere with the detection, 
investigation,. or prosecution of crime[.]" Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). A govenllnental 
body claiming section 552.1 08(a)(1) must reasonably explain how alld why the release ofthe 
requested infQ1111ation would interfere with law enforcement. See id. §§ 552.108(a)(1), 
.301(e)(1)(A);:see also Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You submitted an 
affidavit fro In the Tan-ant County District Attomey's Office stating that the submitted 
infonnation r~:lates to a pending criminal prosecution. Based on this representation and our 
review, we cQnclude that the release of the inf01111ation at issue would interfere with the 
detection, inv~stigation, or prosecution of crime. See Houston Chronicle Publ 'g Co. v. City 
o/Houston, 5,~1 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (comi delineates 
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law enforcement interests that are present in active cases), writ ref'd n.r.e. per curiam, 536 
S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976). Accordingly, section 552.108(a)(1) is generally applicable to the 
submitted infol11lation. 

However, section 552.108 does not except from required public disclosure "basic 
infonnation about an an-ested person, an an-est, or a crime." Gov't Code § 552.108(c). Thus, 
the department must release the types of basic infonnation listed in Houston Chronicle. See 
531 S.W.2d at 186-87; Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976) (summarizing types of 
infonnation considered to be basic infonnation). Therefore, with the exception of basic 
infonnation, ',the depaliment may withhold the submitted infonnation under 
section 552.108(a)(1) ofthe Govel11111ent Code.! 

" ", 

Finally, we note that the request is from a representative of Mental Health Mental 
Retardation of Tan-ant County. The interagency transfer doctrine provides that infol11lation 
may be transfen-ed between govel11mental bodies without violating its confidential character 
on the basis Qf a recognized need to maintain an unrestricted flow ofinfonnation between 
gover:mnentalpodies. See Attol11ey General Opinion No. GA-0055 (2003); Open Records 
Decision Nos;,680 at 7 (2003), 667 at 3-4 (2000). However, an interagency transfer of 
confidential ilifonnation is prohibited where a confidentiality statute enumerates specific 
entities to wh~ch release of confidential infonnation is authorized, and the requesting agency 
is not amongithe statute's enumerated entities. See Attol11ey General Opinion DM-353 
at 4 n.6 (1995); Open Records Decision No. 661 at 3 (1999). Thus, lll1der the interagency 
transfer dSlctrine, the department has the discretion to release to the requestor the submitted 
infonnation that is excepted under section 552.108 of the Govel11ment Code. However, 
should the depaliment choose not to exercise its discretion under the interagency transfer 
doctrine, then; with the exception of basic infonnation" the department may withhold the 
submitted infqnnation under section 552.108(a)(1) ofthe Govemment Code. 

This letter TIll~l1g is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request alld limited 
to the facts asc~presented to us; therefore, this TIlling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatiOlwegarding ally other infonnation or any other circumstallCes. 

This TIlling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govel11mental:body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concel11ing those rights alld 
responsibiliti~~, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex orl.php, 
or call the Qffice of the Attol11ey General's Open Govenmlent Hotline, toll fi."ee, 
at (877) 673~6839. Questions concel11ing the allowable charges for providing public 

lW e not~ the basic information includes the arrestee's social secmity munber, which you have redacted 
pursuant to sectiqn552.l47 of the GovenID1ent Code. Section 552.147(b) authorizes a govenID1ental body t6 
redact a living pei:son' s social secmitynumber from public release withoutthe necessity of requesting a decision 
from this office under the Act. Gov't Code § 552.147(b). 
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infonnation u.ilder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attomey,General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

, ': 

.;1) . 
i/ L--

NnekaKanuj 
Assistant Attqmey General 
Open Recor~~ Division 
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NK/em 

Ref: ID# 413 813 

Ene. Submktted documents 

cc: Requ~stor 

(w/o ~hclosures) 
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