
\ ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
" ." u GREG ABBOTT 

April 11, 201'1 

Ms.P. Annsti'ong 
Assistant City Attomey 
Criminal Law' and Police Section 
City of Dallas, 
1400 South Ll:llnar 
Dallas, Texas'75215 

Dear Ms. Arnistrong: 

0R2011-05016 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure lmder the 
Public Infom1ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Govenllnent Code. Your request was 
assigned IDW418672 (ORR# 2011-2245). 

The Dallas Police Depaliment (the "department") received a request for infOlmation relating 
to calls involvhlg a specified address during a specific time interval. You claim some ofthe 
requested info.l1nation is excepted :5:om disclosure lmder sections 552.101, 552.108, 552.130, 
and 552.147 Qfthe Govenllnent Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and 
reviewed the infonnationyou subm~tted.1 

Section 552.101 ofthe Govenllnelit Code excepts from disclosure "infOlmation considered 
to be confidelitial by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552::101. This exception encompasses common-law privacy, which protects 
infOlmation that is highly intimate or embalTassing, such that its release would be highly 
objectionable to a person of ordinary sensibilities, and of no legitimate public interest. See 
Indus. Found>v. Tex. Ji1.dus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668,685 (Tex. 1976). Common-law 
privacy encmp.passes the specific types of infonnation held to be intimate or emban'assing 
in Industrial Foundation. See id. at 683 (infonnation relating to sexual assault, pregnancy, 

;", . 

ITlns letter ruling assumes the submitted representative sample of infonnation is truly representative 
of the requested ¢ormation as a whole. TIns lUling neither reaches nor authorizes the department to withhold 
any infolTIlation; that is substantially different frol~ the subnlitted information. See Gov't Code 
§§ 552.301( e)(l)(D), .302; Open Records Decision Nos. 499 at 6 (1988), 497 at 4 (1988). 
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mental or physical abuse in workplace, illegitimate children, psychiatric treatment of 
mental disorders, attempted suicide, and injmies to sexual organs). This office has 
detel11lined other types ofinfonnation also are pIivate under section 552.101. See generally 
Open Records Decision No. 659 at 4-5 (1999) (smmnarizing infonnation attol11ey general 
has held to be private). You have marked infonnation the department seeks to withhold 
under common-law privacy. We find some ofthe marked infonnation is not highly intimate 
or emba11'assihg and a matter of no legitimate public interest. Therefore, that infonnation, 
which we have marked, is not protected by conmlon-Iaw privacy and must be released, We 
agree the department must withhold the rest of the infol11lation you have marked under 
section 552.101 ofthe Govel11ment Code in conjunction with cOlmnon-law privacy. 

Section 552.108 ofthe Govenllnent Code excepts fi.-om disclosme "[i]nfonnation held by a 
law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime ... if ... release ofthe infomlation would interfere with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of crime[.]" Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). A govenllnental 
body must reasonably explain how and why section 552.108 is applicable to the infonnation 
at issue. See id. § 552.301 (e)(1)(A); ExpartePruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You also 
have marked the infonnation the depaliment seeks to withhold lU1der section 552.108 (a) ( 1). 
You state the: mal'ked infonnation is related to pending criminal cases. Based on yom 
representations, we conclude the depaliment may withhold the marked infonnation lU1der 
section 552.1Q8(a)(I}ofthe Gove11llnent Code. See Houston Chronicle Publ'g Co. v. City 
of Houston , 5;31 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-' Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (court delineates 
la'Y enforcement interests that a~e present in active cases), writ ref'd n.r.e. per curiam" 536 
S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976). 

Section 552.130 ofthe Govenllllent Code excepts from disclosme infonnation relating to a 
personal identification document issued by an agency of tIns state or a local agency 
authorized to issue all identification document. See Gov't Code § 552.130( a)(3). We agree 
the depalimellt must withhold the Texas personal identification number you have marked 
under section, 552. 130 of the Govenllllent Code. We conclude the remaining infonnation 
you have marked to be withheld lU1der tIns exception is not protected by section 552.130 and 
must be relea$ed. 

Section 552.147 of the Government Code provides that "[t]he social secmity number of a 
living person,ts excepted fi'om" required public disclosure lU1der the Act. 2 Id. § 552.14 7 (a). 
We agree the ,:depaliment may withhold the social security munber you have mal'ked lU1der 
section 552.147 of the Govenllnent Code. 

In summary: 0) except for the infonnation we have marked for release, the department must 
withhold the infonnation you have marked under section 552.101 ofthe Government Code 

, in conjunction with cOlmnon-law privacy; (2) the department may withhold the infonnation 

2We note section 552.147 (b) authorizes a governmental body to redact a living person's social secmity 
number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office under the Act 
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related to the pending criminal cases you have marked under section 552.1 08(a)(1) of the 
Govenunent Code; (3) the department must withhold the Texas personal identification " 
l1lmlber you have marked lmder section 552.130 ofthe Govemment Code but must release 
the remaininginfonnation you have marked to be withheld under tIns exception; and (4) the 
department may withhold the social security numb er you have marked under section 552.147 
ofthe Goverm:nent Code. The department must release the rest ofthe submitted information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infomlation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts a$ presented to us; therefore, tIns ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines· regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmentalbody and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights and 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govemment' Hotline, toll fi-ee, 
at (877) 673~:6839. Questions concenling the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation uilder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the AttomeyGeneral, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

ames W. Mottis, III 
Assistant Attqmey General 
Open Records Divisio~l 

JWM/em 

Ref: ID# 4i}8672 

Enc: Subnl,~tted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o eilc1osmes) 
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