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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

April 26, 2011 
!\". 

Mr. Bryan S .Mc Williams . 
Assistant City Attomey 
City of Amarillo 
200 South East Third Avenue 
Amarillo, Tex.as 79101-1514 

Dear Mr. McWilliams: 
!: 

":.,". 

0R2011-05702 

_]gtl_ ~skw!1~!11e:r_c_ef1:<:til!jllfol111Cl.tiolljs_ sllbject to required public disclosme under the 
Public Infomiation Act (the "Act"), chapter 5 5i ofih-e GoveJ.111nell.tCode~-Y allY -request w-as . 
assign~dJD#j·15455.cNq.ltJ8~).. ___ ... . ..... _ 

'I; 

. -- -- -- - -. ---Tlle-Ainarillo-policeUepai1:D.leiif{tl1e"aepaftrnel1t")receiVetl-a:-requesCforinf6YfflatiOil 
relating to a specified case munber. You claim the requested infonnation is excepted from 
disclosme lmder section 552.101 of the Govemment Code. We have considered the 

--------------=~~. ------~-------

-------------exception yowc1aim-alld-reviewed-the-infonnatioll'YOtlstlbmitted. ---- -- - - - ----. .i 

Section 552.101 ofthe Govenunent Code excepts from disclosme "infonnation considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101. This exc'eption encompasses infoTI11ation ~ther statutes make confidential. 
Section 261.2'01 ofthe Family Code provides in part: 

(a) [T]he following infonnation is confidential, is not subject to public 
releasG under Chapter 552, Govenunent Code, and maybe disclosed only for 
purposes consistent with [the Family Code] and applicable federal or state 
law or>under rules adopted by an investigating agency: 

. (1) a repOli of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect made under 
, [chapter 261 of the Family Code] and the identity of the person 
~: making the' repOli; and . 

, (2) except as otherwise provided in this section, the files, repOlis, 
i records, cOlmmmications, aUdiotapes, videotapes, and working papers 
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used or developed in an investigation under [chapter 261 of the 
Family Code] or in providing services as a result of an investigation. 

Fam. Code § 261.201(a). You contend the submitted infonnation is confidential under 
section 261.201(a). We find the infOlmation at issue was used or developed in an 
investigation of alleged or suspected child abuse under chapter261 of the Family Code, so 
as to fall within the scope of section 261.201(a)(2). See id. § 261.001(1) (defining "abuse" 
for purposes of Fam. Code ch. 261); see also id. § 101.003 (defining child for purposes of 
Fam. Code tit. 5). As you do not indicate the department has adopted a TIlle that govems the 
release of this type of infonnation, we assmne no such TIlle exists. Given that assumption, 
we conclude the department must withhold the submitted information in its entirety under 
section 552.101 ofthe Govenunent Code in conjlllction with section 261.201 ofthe Family 
Code. See Open Records Decision No. 440 at 2 (1986) (addressing predecessor statute). 

This letter TIlling is limited to the paliicular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, tIns ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination regarding ally other infonnation or ally other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
goven1l1lenta1. body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceniing those rights alld 

------ - - _. ----responsibilities, please visit ourwebsite-at-http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindexorl.php,_ __u __ _ 

- or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll free, I 

- -- -- at(877)673~6839. Questions cOllcemingtheallowable chal'ges for providing··public - - -_.. - --- -
----------- _jn!OJ1J.1a:jt91) __ IDydWJlI~-:5.Qtm.1T~tb~ __ diI:e:c1~g~t9.::.th~~9st-R1.11es*dministrato!,-oJth~~ific~.::.oL ___ . ___________ 1 

the Attomey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

clnes W. MQITis, III 
Assistant AttQmey General 
Open Records Division 

JWM/em 

Ref: ID# 415455 

Enc: Submitted infonnation 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 
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