
May 9,2011 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Mr. Fortunato G. Paredes 
Escamilla, Poneck & Cruz, L.L.P. 
For Zapata COlmty Independent School District 
216 West Village Boulevard, Suite 202 
Laredo, Texas 78041 

Dear Mr. Paredes: 

0R20 11-063 34 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public fufonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 417056. 

The Zapata County Independent School District (the "district"), which you represent, 
received a request for all invoices and 1099 fonns from 2004 to the present pertaining to a 
specified "One Hour Photo & Lab." You state the district has provided the requested 
invoices to the requestor. You claim the submitted 1099 fonns are excepted from disclosure 
under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the exception you 
claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation. 

Section 552.101 ofthe Govemment Code excepts :fl.-om disclosure "infonnation considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutOlY, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses infonnation protected by other statutes, such as 
section 6103 (a) oftitle 26 ofthe United States Code. Prior decisions ofthis office have held 
section 6103(a) renders tax retu111 infOl1llation confidential. See, e.g., Attomey General 
Opinion H-1274 (1978) (tax retums). Section 6103(b) oftitle 26 ofthe United States Code 
defines the tenn "retum infonnation" as "a taxpayer's identity, the nature, source, or amount 
of ... income, payments, ... tax withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments 
... or any other data, received by, recorded by, prepared by, fumished to, or collected by the 
Secretary [of the Intemal Revenue Service] with respect to a retum or ... the detennination 
of the existence, or possible existence, of liability ... for any tax, penalty, ... or offense[.]" 
See 26 U. S. C. § 6103 (b )(2)( A). Federal courts have construed the tenn "retum infonnation" 

I 
POST OFFICE Box 12548. AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US I 

An Equal-EmploYll"nt Opportunity Employa. Prin"d on Rteycld Papa ~ 

------- -----------------



Mr. Fortunato G. Paredes - Page 2 

expansively to include any information gathered by the Internal Revenue Service regarding 
a taxpayer's liability under title 26 of the United States Code. See Mallas v. Kolak, 721 
F. Supp 748, 754 (M.D.N.C. 1989), affd in part, 993 F.2d 1111 (4th Cir. 1993). The 
submitted infonnation consists of 1099-MISC forms, which constitute tax return 
infonnation. Therefore, the district must withhold the submitted information under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 6103(a) oftitle 26 of 
the United States Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous . 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling. triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govenunental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Leah B. Wingerson 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

LBW/dls 

Ref: ID# 417056 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

- ------------------------------' 


