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Mr. WalTen 1I1.S. El11st ,. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Chief of the General COlU1sel Division 
City of Dallas' 
CityHall,. 
Dallas, Texas75201 

'"', 
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Dear Mr. El11st: 

0R2011-06486 

You ask whether certain infol111ation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infol1~~tion Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govel11ment Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#416991. 

The City of Dallas (the "city") received three requests from the same requestor for all 
connmU1icatiq_ns fi-om a specified time period regarding the requestor's repOlis to the city 
auditor's offi.¢e and all conmllU1ications the city auditor's office has had during a specified 
time period r~garding the issue lU1derlying the requestor's repOlis; all doclUnents in which 
any city persohnel described in the violations are mentioned; the personal celiifications or 
licenses fortl~'ee named individuals; all information on persons or organizations with 
influence or.~uthority oVer the city auditor's office; written statements from a named 
individual; a{1:d any other relevant infol1nation. 1 You state the city does not possess the 
requested wl'{tten statements? You state you have released some of the requested 
infol111ation. :Y ou claim the submitted infol1nation is excepted fi-om disclosure under 

Iyou il1!orm us the city sought and received clarification regarding tIns request. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.222(b) (g~vel11mental body may commlUllcate with requestor for plU-pose of clarifying or nalTowing 
request for infonnation). 

2We note the Act does not require a govel11mental body to release information that did not exist when 
a request for infQ~'mation was received, create responsive illfonnation, or obtain illfol111ation that is not held by 
or on behalf oft~~e govenunental body. See Econ. Opportunities Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266 
(Tex. Civ. App:::: SanAlltOlllo 1978, writ dism'd); Open Records Decision No. 452 at 3 (1986). 
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sections 552.107 and 552.116 ofthe GovenIDlent Code. We have considered the exceptions 
you claim and reviewed the submitted representative sample of infol111ation. 3 We have also 
received and considered comments from the requestor. See Gov't Code § 552.304 (interested 
party may submit comments stating why infol111ation should or should not be released). 

Section 552.116 of the Govel11ment Code provides: 

(a) An audit working paper of an audit of the state auditor or the auditor of 
a state agency, an institution of higher education as defined by 
Section 61.003, Education Code, a county, a municipality, a school district, 
or a j:9int board operating under Section 22.074, TranspOliation Code, 
includ.ing any audit relating to the criminal history background check of a 
publi~, school employee, is excepted from the requirements of 
Secti6ii. 552.021. If infol111ation in an audit working paper is also maintained 
in anQther record, that other record is not excepted from the requirements of 
SectioJ'l 552.021 by this section. 

(b) InJhis section: 

, (1) "Audit" means an audit authorized or required by a statute ofthis 
,,' state or the United States, the chmier or an ordinance of a 
' •. municipality, an order of the commissioners court of a cOlmty, a 
,,' resolution or other action of a board of trustees of a school district, 
<including an audit by the district relating to the criminal history 
,'. background check of a public school employee, or a resolution or 
;1' other action ofajoint bom-d described by Subsection (a) and includes 
i:1 an investigation . 

. ;; (2) "Audit working paper" includes all infonnation, docmnentary or 
,·.'otherwise, prepared or maintained in conducting an audit orprepming 
'" an audit report, including: 

·f (A) intra-agency and interagency cOlmmmications; and 

(B) drafts of the audit report or pOliions of those drafts. 

Gov't Code §552.116. You state the infonnation at issue consists of audit working papers 
conceming a complaint received by the city auditor's office. You infonn us the audit was 

3We assume the "representative sample" ofrecords submitted to this office is tmly representative of 
the requested reoords as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988),497 (1988). Tlus open records 
letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the 
extent those rec61:ds contain substantially different types of infOlmation than that subnutted to tIus office. 
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conducted pmsuant to city council resolution munber 98-0751 alld Chapter IX, Section 3, of 
the city chartet. Based on your representations and om review, we agree the infonnation at 
issue constit11tes audit working papers lU1der section 552.116. Thus, the city may withhold 
the informatiQ'n at issue pmSUallt to section 552.116 ofthe Govemment Code. As om ruling 
is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argmnent. 

This letter ruling is limited to the paliicular infomlation at issue in tIns request and limited 
to the facts as! presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination'Tegarding any other infomlation or any other circlU11stallCes. 

This ruling triggers impOliant deadlines regal"ding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govermnentalbody and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govel11ment Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673.,.6839. Questions concennng the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation lU1der the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attol11ey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 
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Assistant AttQl11ey General 
Open Records Division 

I~' , .... , 

1M/em 

Ref: ID# 416991 

Enc. Subm~tted documents 

c: Requ~f3tor 

(w/o enclosures) 
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