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May 12, 201 {, 

Mr. Don Cheatham 
General Couiisel 
City ofHoustbn 
P.O. Box 36~f 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Houston, Texas 77001-0368 

Dear Mr. Cheatham: 
.. , 

0R2011-06638 

You ask wh~ther celiain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosme under the 
Public Infomiation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Gove111ment Code. Yom request was 
assigned ID#'.417323 (GC No. 18360). 

The City of Bouston (the "city") received a request for the bid tabulation peliaining to 
S32-S23457 ,~lectrical Switchgear and Motor Controls for Various Departments. Although 
you take no p6.sition with respect to the public availability ofthe submitted infonnation, you 
indicate its re.1ease may implicate the proprietary interests of American Motor & Controls, 
Inc.; Chavez Service Companies, Inc.; Elliott Electric; Graybar; Sununit Electric Supply; 
Tmile and Hughes, Inc.; (collectively, the "third parties"). Accordingly, you state, and have 
provided doctl1nentation showing, you notified the third paiiies of the request and of their 
right to submit argmnents to this office as to why the submitted infonnation should not be 
released. SeeGov't Code § 552.305(d); see also Open Records Decision No. 542 (1990) 
(dete1111ining$tatutory predecessor to section 552.305 pennits govenunental body to rely on 
interested third pmiy to raise and explain the applicability of exception to disclose under Act 
in certain cirG~tmstances). We have reviewed the submitted inf01111ation. 

An interested:jhird party is allowed ten business days after the date of its receipt of the 
gove111mentatbody's notice under section 552.305( d) to submit its reasons, if any, as to why 
inf01111ation r~Aating to that pmiy should be withheld :6.'om public disclosure. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.305(d)(~)(B). As of the date ofthis letter, we have not received COlIDllents from any 
of the third ];)arties explaining why the submitted infonnation should not be released. 
Therefore, we.: have no basis to conclude anyofthe third parties have protected proprietary 
interests in th~:submitted infonnation. See id. § 552.110; Open Records Decision Nos. 661 
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at 5 -6 (1999) (to prevent disclosure of cOlmnercial or financial infonnation, pmiy must show 
by specific factual evidence, not conclusory or generalized allegations, that release of 
requested inf6rmation would cause that party substantial conipetitive haml), 552 at 5 (1990) 
(party must· establish prima facie case that information is trade secret), 542 at 3. 
Accordingly;;:1he city may not withhold the submitted infonnation on the basis Of any 
proprietary interest the third pm'ties may have in the infonnation. As no exceptions to 
disclosure have been raised, the submitted infomlation must be released to the requestor. 

This letter rulillg is limited to the paliiculm' infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, tlus ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatioil regarding any other infonnation or ally other circumstmlces. 

This ruling t~·iggers importallt deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
government at body and ofthe requestor. For more infomlation conceming those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex orl.php, 
or call the ,Qffice of the Attol11ey General's Open Govel11ment Hotline, toll fi.'ee, 
at (877) 673;:p839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation l1nder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attol11eyQeneral, toll fi.'ee, at (888) 672-6787. 

Assistant At~<;>i1ley General 
Open Record~: Division 

NK/em \, 

'.;:' 

Ref: ID# 4:f,7323 

Ene .. ' Submi,tted docmnents 

.". 

cc: Requ~stor 

(w/o ejlclosures) 

Mr. C()lin Davies 
Grayb 5lr 
6161 J.3ingle Road 
Houst0n, Texas 77092 ,.; , 

(W/O·~1.lclosures) 

·,i·i 
-.I.'; 

Mr, Brad Bishop 
Elliott Electric 
3222 Manvel Road 
Pem'land, Texas 77584 
(w/o enclosures) 
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Ms. Chastity Brinkman 
Sunn11it Electric Supply 
8718 West Little York #100 
Houstpn, Texas 77040 
(w/o e1l1closmes) 

Mr. Wade Stockstill 
American Motor & Controls 
707 North Drelinan 
Houston, Texas 77003 
(w/o enclosures) 

, ..... 

',.' 
;··i 

.~; .' 

..... 

Ms. Brenda Chavez 
Chavez Services 
1211 Ric1nnond Avenue, Suite B 1 02 
Houston, Texas 77082 
(w/o enclosmes) 


