
May 20, 2011 

Ms. Jessica S?-ngsvang 
Assistant City Attorney 
City ofFOli Worth 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

1000 Throcki'IlOlion Street, 3 rd Floor 
FOli Worth, 'texas 76102 

:.,' 

',,' 

Dear Ms. Sarl'gsvang: 
. '.'.:, 

0R2011-07166 

You ask wh~ther certain infornlation is subj ect to required public disclosme under the 
Public Infoi111:ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Govenunent Code. Yom request was 
assigned ID#418185 (Fort WOlih PIR No. W007183). 

The City of FOli Worth (the "city") received a request for a specified police report. You 
claim that therequested infonnation is excepted from disclosme under section 552.101 of 
the Goven1l11ent Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the 
submitted infonnation. 

Section 552.tOI ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosme "infolmation considered 
to be confidelitial by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses infornlation protected by other statutes such as 
section 58.007 ofthe Family Code, which provides in pertinent part as follows: 

( c) Except as provided by Sllbsection (d), law enforcement records and files 
conce~1ning a child and infonnation stored, by electronic means or otherwise, 
cOl1cel)ling the child from which a record or file could be generated may not 
be disClosed to the public and shall be: 

(1) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept separate from adult 
files and records; 

,(2) if maintained electronically in the same computer system as 
..•. records or files reIating to adults, be accessible under controls that are 
. ',. separate and distinct from controls to access electronic data 

•..... conceming adults; and 
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< (3) maintained on a local basis only and not sent to a central state or 
federal depository, except as provided by Subchapters B, D, and E. 

( e) Law enforcement records and files concel11ing a child may be inspected 
or copied by a juvenile justice agency as that tenn is defined by 
Secti~n 58.101, a criminal justice agency as that tenn is defined by 
Section 411.082, Govenm1ent Code, the child, and the child's parent or 
guardian. 

(j) Before a child or a child's parent or guardian may inspect or copy a record 
or file concerning the child lmder Subsection (e), the custodian ofthe record 
or file shall redact: 

(1) any personally identifiable infol111ation about a juvenile suspect, 
offender, victim, or witness who is not the child; and 

.! ,(2) any infol111ation that is excepted from required disclosure under 
':_ Chapter 552, Government Code, or other law . 

. Fam. Code § \58.007(c), (e), (j). Juvenile law enforcement records relating to delinquent 
conduct or 'o.onduct indicating a need for supervision that occUlTed on or after 
September 1, 1997 are confidential under section 58.007. See id. § 51.03(a), (b) (defining 
"delinquent conduct" and "conduct indicating a need for supervision"). For purposes of 
section 58.00,!(c), "child" means a person who is ten years of age or older and lmder 
seventeen yea,ts of age. See id. § 51.02(2). The infonnation at issue involves two children 
engaged in delinquent conduct that occUlTed after September 1, 1997. As such, we agree that 
this information constitutes ajuvenile law enforcement record that is generally confidential 
pursuant to section 58.007 ( c). In this instance, however, the requestor may be a parent or 
guardian of oIle of the juvenile offenders named in the report. As we are lmable to make this 
determination, we must rule conditionally. If the requestor is not a parent or gu81'dian of one 
of the juveniles listed as 811 offender in the submitted infonnation, then the city must 
withhold the sttbmitted infol111ation in its entirety under section 552.101 ofthe Government 
Code in conjlinction with section 58.007( c) ofthe Family Code. If the requestor is a parent 
or guardian of one ofthe offenders, then section 58.007(e) allows her access to her child's 
law enforcem~nt records. Ie!. § 58.007 ( e) . Nonetheless, before the requestor is pennitted to 
receive this repOli, the city must redact any p ersonally identifying infonnation about the other 
juvenile offender and witnesses, which we have marked. See ie!. § 58.007(j)(1). 

Section 552. L47 of the Govenllnent Code excepts from disclosure the social securitymunber 
of a living peli~on. Gov't Code § 552.147 . You state the city has redacted a social secmity 
nuniber from the submitted infOlmation purSU811t to section 552.147(b), which authorizes a 
govermnentalbody to redact a living person's social security munber :6:om public release 
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without the '~ecessity of requesting a decision from tlus office lUlder the Act. Id. 
§ 552.147(b ):,However, in this instance, the requestor may have a special right of access to 
the social security number at issue. As such, if the requestor is an authorized representative 
ofthe child whose social security number is at issue and therefore has access to the submitted 
report under section 58.007(e) of the Family Code, the city may not withhold the social 
security nUl11.ber you have marked fl.-om tlus requestor under section 552.147 of the 
Government,;Code. See Gov't Code § 552.023(a) (person or person's authorized 
representativ~has special right of access, beyond right of general public, to infol11lation held 
by governmental body that relates to person and is protected from public disclosure by laws 
intended to protect person's privacy interests). 

In sUlllillmy, ifthe requestor is not a parent or gum-dian of one ofthe juvelule offenders, then 
the city must withhold the submitted report in its entirety under section 552.101 of the 
Government~ode in conjunction with section 58.007 ( c) ofthe Family Code. If the requestor 
is a pm-ent or;guardian of one of the offenders, then the city must withhold the infol11lation 
we have m9:Tked that identifies the other juvenile offender and witnesses lUlder 
section 552.101 of the Govennnent Code in conjunction with section 58.0070)(1) of the 
Family Code.{ In this instance, the remaining infonnation must be released. 1 

i'; 

This letter ruHng is limited to the pmiicular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts a$::presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatiOl~regarding any other infonnation or mly other circmTIstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infOlmation concel11ing those rights and 
responsibiliti,es, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex or1.php, 
or call the Qffice of the Attol11ey General's Open Government Hotline, tollfl.-ee, at 
(877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infornlation WIder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Admilustrator of the Office of 
the Attol11eYyeneral, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

"! ~ •• 

Smcerely, .••••. , Jd-a-L 
cY~0A;4t 

Lindsay E. H'~le U 
Assistant Attqrney General 
Open Record,s Division 

LEH/em " 

. IWe n6'te the requestor has a right of access to information being released under section 58.007(e) of, 
the Family Code;and section 552.023 of the Govennnent Code. Therefore, if the city receives another request 
for this same ill1;cirmation from a different requestor, the city must again seek a lUling fi:om tillS office. 
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Ref: ID# 418185 

Ene. Submitted documents 

e: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 
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