ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
GREG ABBOTT

June 2, 2011,

Ms. J. Middlebrooks

Assistant City Attorney

Criminal Law and Police Section
City of Dalla_ig

1400 South Lamar

Dallas, Texas 75215

OR2011-07789
Dear Ms. Mi@dlebrooks:

You ask Wllétller certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Yourrequest was
assigned ID# 419483 (PIR# 2011-02336).

TheDallas P{ijflice Department (the “department”) received arequest for information relating
to a specified service number. You claim some of the requested information is excepted
from disclosure under sections 552.108 and.552.130 of the Government Code. We have
considered thie exceptions you claim and reviewed the information you submitted.’

Section 552. '108 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure ¢ ‘(ilnformation held by a
law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or
prosecution 01’ crime. . .if...release of the information would interfere with the detection,
1llvesugat10n or plosecutlon of crime[.]” Gov’t Code § 552.108(a)(1). A governmental
body must regsonably explain how and why section 552.108 is applicable to the information
atissue. Seeid. § 552.301(e)(1)(A); Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S, W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). Youhave
marked the ifiiformation the department seeks to withhold under section 552.108. You state

"This letter ruling assumes the submitted representative sample of information is truly representative
of the 1equested{mfounauon as a whole. This ruling neither reaches nor authorizes the department to withhold
any - informatign that is substantially different from the submitted information. See Gov’t Code
§§ 552. 301(3)(1)(D) .302; Open Records Decision Nos 499 at 6 (1988), 497 at 4 (1988).
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the marked information is related to a suspended criminal investigation. You explain,

however, the case may be reopened as information is developed within the statute of
limitations peuod You state release of the marked information at this time would interfere
with the case. Based on your representations and our review of the information at issue, we
conclude the department may withhold the marked information under section 552.108(a)(1)
of the Government Code. See Houston Chronicle Publ’g Co. v. City of Houston, 531
S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.—Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (court delineates law enforcement
interests presié‘nt 1n active cases), writ ref 'd n.r.e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976).

Section 552.130 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure information relating to a
motor vehicle title or registration issued by an agency of this state. See Gov’t Code
§ 552.130(a)(2). We agree the Texas motor vehicle information you have marked falls
within the scope of section 552.130. In this instance, however, the requestor may own an
interest in vehicle number one. Because section 552.130 protects personal privacy, the:
requestor would have a right of access under section 552.023 of the Government Code to
information relating to a vehicle in which she owns an interest. See id. § 552.023; Open
Records Decision No. 481 at 4 (1987) (privacy theories not implicated when individual
requests information concerning herself).> Therefore, if the requestor owns an interest in
vehicle number one, then the department must release the marked information relating to
vehicle number one to the requestor pursuant to section 552.023 and withhold the marked
information 1‘,élating to vehicle number two under section 552.130 of the Government Code.
If the request‘éjr does not own an interest in vehicle number one, then the department must
withhold the marked information relating to both vehicles under section 552.130.3

In summary,;the department (1) may withhold the information you have marked under
section 552.108(a)(1) of the Government Code and (2) must withhold the Texas motor
vehicle information you have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code, unless
the requestor:has a right of access under section 552.023 of the Government Code to the
marked information relating to vehicle number one. The department must release the rest
of the submitted information. '

A

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as;presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination-regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

~Sectwh 552.023 provides in part that “[a] person or a person’s authorized representative has a special
right of access, bcyond the right of the general public, to information held by a governmental body that relates
to the person and that is protected from public disclosure by laws intended to protect that person’s privacy
interests.” Gov’t Code § 552.023(a). :

*We note Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009) is a previous determination issued by this office
authorizing all governmental bodies to withhold ten categories of information without the necessity of
requesting an atﬁc}mey general decision, including a Texas license plate number under section 552.130 of the
Government Code. :
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This ruling t_i:iggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental-body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and

or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673;;36839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information iﬁlder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

James W. Méii‘l‘is, I
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

JWM/em
Ref: ID# 419483
Enc: Subniitted documents

c: Requéstor
(w/o enclosures)




