
June 6, 201 Li 

Mr. Ronald J. Bounds 
Assistant City Attomey 
City of Corpll,s Christi 
P.O. Box 9277 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF,TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Corpus ChTi~.ti, Texas 78469:-9277 

Dear Mr. BOlmds: 

0R2011-08008 

You ask wh~ther certain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosme under the 
Public Inforn1ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Yom request was 
assigned ID#:'424580. 

The Corpus Christi Pol{ce Department (the "department") received a request for infOlmation 
relating to an Jnvestigation of a traffic accident. You state some ofthe requested infonnation 
either has beel'l or will be released. You claim other responsive infonnation is excepted from 
disclosme uilder section 552.108 of the Government Code. We have considered the ','.. . 

exception YOli claim and reviewed the infol111ati011 you submitted. 

We note the submitted infon~latiOIi inCludes a'coutt do~tune~lt. Section 552.022(a)(17) of 
the Govenmwnt Code provides for required public 'disclosme of "information that is also 
contained in a public comt record," lU1less the infonnation is expressly confidential under 
other law. Gov't Code § 552.022(a)(17). Thus, the cOlUi document we have marked is 
subject to section 552.022(a)(17). You seek to withhold the comt doclUnent lU1der 
section 552.l~08 of the Govenmlent Code, which is a discretionary exception to disclosme 
that protects:~ govenmlental body's interests and maybe waived. See id. § 552.007; Open 
Records Decision Nos. 665 at 2 n.5 (2000) (discretionary exceptions generally), 177 at 3 
(1977) (statutory predecessor to Gov't Code § 552.108 subject to waiver). As such, 
section 552. L08 is not other law that makes infonnation expressly confidential for pmposes 
of section 557.022(a)(17). Therefore, the department may not withhold the marked cOlUi 
document lUl,<;ler section 552.108 ofthe Govermnent Code. 
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We note the court document contains Texas motor vehicle infOlmation. Section 552.130 of 
the Govenmlent Code excepts from disclosure inf0111lation relating to a motor vehicle title 
or registration issued by an agency of this state.! See Gov't Code § 552. 130(a)(2). The 
department n1'ust withhold the Texas motor vehicle information we have marked in the court 
document under section 552.130 of the Gove111ment Code.2 The depaliment must release the 
remaining inf0111lation in the court document purSUallt to section 552.022(a)(17) of the 
Govenmlent Code. 

Next, we addi'ess your claim under section 552.108 of the Govenllnent Code for the 
remaining ilifonnation at issue. Section 552.108(a)(1) excepts from disclosure 
"[ i]nfomlatioll held by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, 
investigationror prosecution of crime ... if ... release of the infonnation would interfere 
with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime[.]" Id. § 552.108(a)(1). A 
govenmlental body must reasonably explain how alld why section 552.108 is applicable to 
the information at issue. See id. § 552.301(e)(1)(A); Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 
(Tex .. 1977).; You state the remaining infonnation is related_ to a pending criminal 
investigation.' Based on your representations, we conclude section 552.108(a)(1) is 
applicable in:'this instance. See Houston Chronicle Publ'g Co. v. City of Houston, 531 
S. W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (court delineates law enforcement 
interests pres($nt in active cases), writ ref'd n.r.e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976). 

We note section 552.108 does not except from disclosure "basic il1fonnation about all 
alTested person, an anest, or a crime." Gov't Code § 552.1 08( c). Section 552.1 08( c) refers 
to the basic frqnt-page infonnation held to be public in Houston Chronicle. See 531 S.W.2d 
at 186-88; Op~nRecords Decision No. 127 at 3-4 (1976)(summarizingtypes ofinfonnation 
deemed pUbli¢ by Houston Chronicle). The department must release basic infonnation, 
including a cl.etailed description of the offense, even if the infonnation does not actually 
appear on thY.Jront page of an offense or alTest report. The department may withhold the 
remaining in:l;onnation under section 552.108(a)(1) ofthe Govenmlent Code. 

'.1. 

In summary, ~he department (1) must withhold the Texas motor vehicle inf0111lation we have 
marked in tlw court docmnent under section 552.130 of the Govenllnent Code; (2) must 
release the rewaining infomlation in the comi docmnent pursuant to section 552. 022( a )(17) 
of the Goverrlment Code; and (3) may withhold the remaining infonnation at issue lU1der 

'This office will raise section 552.130 on behalf ofa governmental body, as tills section is a mandatory 
exception to disclosure. See Gov't Code §§ 552.007, .352; Open Records Decision No. 674 at 3 n.4 (2001) 
(mandatory exceptions). 

2We not~ Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009) is a previous detemunation issued by tills office to 
all govel11mentaL.bodies authorizing them to withhold ten categories of inf01111ation without tile necessity of 
requesting an att~rney general decision, including a Texas license plate munber lUlder section 552.130 of the 

# ...• 
Government Code. 

" 

:;: 
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section 552.1:08(a)(1) ofthe GoVel11111ent Code, except for the basic information that must 
be released ul~der section 552.108(c). 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infOlmation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatio~iregarding any other infol111ation or any other circlUnstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govel11melital body and ofthe requestor. For more infol111ation concel11ing those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at hHp://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php, 
or ca11 the ()ffice of the Attol11ey General's Open Govel11ment Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673:':6839. Questions concel11ing the allowable charges for providing public 
information lmder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attol11ey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

, 11es W. MQlTis, III 
Assistant Att¢111ey General 
Open Record~.Division 

t:·/ 

JWM/em 

Ref: ID# 424580 

Enc: Submitted infol111ation 

c: Reque'stor 
(w/o enclosures) 


