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Assistant Gefteral Counsel 
Texas Deparhilent of Banking 
2601 North L~mar Boulevard 
Austin, Texas 78705-42Q4 

Dear Mr. Giddings: 

! -' 

0R2011-08044 

You ask whether celiain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infornl~tion Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 oftheGovennnent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#A20252. 

", '. 

The Texas Depmiment ofBmlking (the "depmiment") received a request for all infonnation 
pertaining to:;:9- named bank and a named individual for a specified time period.! You state 
you will pro'g'ude a pOliion of the requested infonnation to the requestor. You claim the 
submitted inf<?11l1ation is exceptedfi:om disclbsm'etinder sections 552.101,552.112,552.130, 
552.137, mlcl;;552.147 of the GovennnentCode. We have considered the exceptions you 
claim and reviewed the submitted representative sample ofinfonnation.2 

\ ..' . , . 

IYouinform us, and the submitted information reflects, the department sought and received 
clarification ofrlle informationrequested. See Gov't Code § 552.222 (providing that ifrequest for information 
is unclear, govei'1ll11ental body may ask requestor to clarify request); see also City of Dallas v. Abbott, 304 
S.W.3d 380, 3$7 (Tex. 2010) (holding that when a govel11mental entity, acting in good faith, requests 
clarification or?arrowing of an lmclear or over-broad request for public infol111ation, the ten-day period to 
request an att0l1ley generalmling is measll1'ed from the date the request is clarified or nan-owed). 

2W e a~slUlle that the "representative sample" of records submitted to this office is h'uly representative 
of the requeste'l1records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). TIns open 
records letter dges not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records 
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of infol111ation than that subnntted to tlns 

·ro; 

office.-
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Section 552.101 ofthe Govenunent Code excepts from disclosure "infonnation considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101.. This section encompasses infonnation protected by other statutes, 
including section 31.301 of the Finance Code. Section 31.301(a) provides the following: 

Except as expressly provided otherwise by tIns subtitle, Chapter 11 or 12, or 
a rule: 'adopted under this subtitle, the following aTe confidential and may not 
be disclosed by the banking commissioner or an employee of the depmiment: 

(1) infomlation directly or indirectly obtained by the depmiment in 
mly maImer, including an application or examination, conceming the 
financial condition or business affairs of a financial institution or a 

.. present, fomler, or prospective shareholdc:r, officer, director, affiliate, 
or service provider of a financial institution, other than infomlation 

. in a published statement or in the public portion of a call report or 
:: profit and loss statement; and 

; (2) all related files and records of the department. 

Fin. Code § 3J .301(a). The infol11lation at issue consists of documents obtained or created 
by the depmiment that concem the finmlcial conditions of a bank and of officers ofthe bank. 
The submitte~infonnation reflects that the bmlic qualifies as a financial institution as defined 
by the FinanC,e Code. See id. § 31.002(a)(25). You infonn us that no provision in subtitle 
A oftitle 3 ofthe Finance Code, chapter 11 or 12 ofthe Finance Code, or rule adopted under 
subtitle A of the Finance Code would provide for the release of the infonnation. See 
id. § 31.301. You state the submitted infol11lation was not obtained from a published 
statement or,the public pOliion of a call repOli or profit and loss statement. See 
id. § 31.301(a)(1). Based on these representations and our review, we agree the submitted 
infol11lation is, confidential under section 31.301 of the Finance Code, and the department 
must withhold it under section 552.101 ofthe Govenunent Code.3 

This letter ruling is limited to the pmiicu1ar infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as: presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detemlinatiOll regm'ding any other infonnation or any other circumstmlces. 

This ruling tr;iggers impOliant deadlines regmding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govermnental,\body and ofthe requestor. For more inf0l111ation conceming those rights and 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php, 
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll fr'ee, 
at (877) 673:..6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 

3 As om'ruling is dispositive, we need not address yom remaining argmnents against disc1osme. 
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information Wlder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attomey:general, toll fi.·ee, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincer ly, ~/I 

. u I/~. 
Jonathan Mil~s 
Assistant Attomey General 
Open Records Division 

JM/em 

Ref: ID# 420252 
l.', 

Enc. SUbn:l;1tted documents 

c: Requ¢stor 
(w/o enclosures) 


