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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

June 8, 2011~;':; 

Ms. Judith N~:.Benton 
Assistant City Attomey 
City of Waco 1- Legal Services 
P.O. Box 2570 
Waco, Texas:76702-2570 

Dear Ms. Beiiton: 

";', 

, j" 

-', ,..: 
0R2011-08148 

You ask wh~ther celiain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infol11J.~tion Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govel11ment Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#.424839 (Waco Reference # LGL-1l-655). 

'," 

The Waco Police Department (the "depaliment") received a request for infonnation 
pertaining to.a specified 9-1-1 call. You indicate the depaliment is releasing some of the 
responsive in,fonnation. You claim that portions of the submitted infonnation are excepted 
from disclost}re under sections 552.101ind 552.108 of the Govennnent Code. We have 
considered tlJ,e exceptions you claim and revIewed the submitted infonnation. 

",\ 

Section 552.1()1 ofthe Govenmlent Code~xcepts from disclosure "infonnation considered 
to be confide.ntial by law, ~ithercOlistitlltiolial, statutOlY, orhyjudicial decision," and 
encompassesinfonnationmade confidential by other statutes. Gov't Code § 552.101. You 
have highlighted a telephone number in the submitted computer aided dispatch record that 
you seek to ~ithhold under section 552.101 in conjunction with section 772.318 of the 
Health and S~afety Code. Chapter 772 of the Health and Safety Code relates to local 
emergencyca~tmlllmications distlicts. Section 772.318 applies to all emergency 9-1-1 district 
established il-i:~ccordance with chapter 772, and makes confidential the Oliginating telephone 
numbers anci'.addresses of 9-1-1 callers that are fLU1lished by a service supplier. See Open 
Records Decision No. 649 (1996). We lmderstand that the City of Waco is part of all 
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. emergency conll11lUlication district that was established under section 772.318. 1 Provided 
that the infol1ilation you have highlighted and the additional infonnation we have marked 
consist of an Oliginating telephone number mld address f1.1mished by a 9-1-1 service supplier, 
we conclude the depaliment must withhold that infonnation under section 552.101 111 

conjunction with section 772.318 of the Health and Safety Code. 

Next, you claim the compact disc you have marked is excepted lUlder section 552.108 ofthe 
GovermnentCode. Section 552.108(a)(1) excepts from disclosure "[i]nfol11lation held by 
a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime [if] release of the infonnation would interfere with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of crime." Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1).A govemmental body 
claiming section 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why the release ofthe requested 
infol11lation would interfere with law enforcement. See id. §§ 552.1 08(a)(1), .301( e)(1)(A); 
see also Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state that the infonnation you 
have marked relates to a pending criminal case. Based on your representation and our 
review, we cgnclude that the release of the infonnation at issue would interfere with the 
detection, inV;ystigation, or prosecution of crime. See Houston Chronicle Publ 'g Co. v. City 
of Houston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (collli delineates 
law enforcement interests that are present in active cases), writ ref'd n.r.e. per curiam, 536 
S. W.2d 559 cr ex. 1976). The depmiment may, therefore, withhold the infonnation you have 
marked undetsection 552.108(a)(1) of the Govermnent Code.2 

In smllillary,·;,provided that the information you have highlighted and the additional 
information we have marked consist of an originating telephone number and address 
fumished by a 9-1-1 service supplier, the depmiment must withhold that infonnation under 
section 552.101 ofthe Govenmlent Code in conjlUlction with section 772.318 of the Health 
and Safety CG;de. The depmiment may withhold the information you have marked lUlder 
section 552.1,08(a)(1) of the Govennnent Code. The remaining infOlmation must be 
released . 

. This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as,;presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detemlinatiOlJi,regm-ding any other infonnation or ally other circmnstances. 

This ruling tlliggers importallt deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govenmlentalbody and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concel11ing those rights and 
responsibilitie,s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 

I SectiOll 772.318 applies to an emergency conTI1mnication district for a cOlmty with a population of 
more than 20,00,0. 

2We n6~e that you have the discretion to release all or part of the information you marked under 
section 552.1 OS that is not otherwise confidential by law. Gov't Code § 552.007. 
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or call the 'Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673::'6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation tinder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, " 

';. 

aura erun~~ 
Assistant Att<!>rney General 
Open Records Division 

LRL/em' 

Ref: ID# 4if4839 

Enc. Submjtted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o eilclosures) 
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