
June 17, 20n; 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Mr. B. Chase:Griffith 
Brown & Hofmeister, L.L.P. 
740 East Campbell Road, Suite 800 
Richardson, Iexas 75081 

, 
....... 

Dear Mr. Griffith: 

0R2011-08663 

You ask whdher certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infornlation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#~425921 (ORR # 10-3793). 

The City of McKilmey (the "city"), which you represent, received a request for infornlation 
relating to a specified case munber. You claim the requested infonnation is excepted from 
disclosure tmder section 552.108 of the Government Code. We have considered the 
exception yO\l~ claim and reviewed the information you submitted. 

i'· 

We note the submitted infolmation includes a crash report that was completed pursuant to 
chapter 550 ()fthe TranspOliation Code: .See Transp. Code § 550.064 (officer's accident 
repOli). Section 550.065(b) of the TranspOliation Code states that except as provided by 
subsections ( c) and ( e), accident repOlis are privileged and confidential. See id. § 55 O. 065 (b). 
Section 55 O. d~5 (c)( 4) provides for the release of an accident repOli to a person who provides 
two ofthe folI,awing three items ofinfonnation: (1) the date ofthe accident; (2) the name of 
any person iljyolved in the accident; and (3) the specific location of the accident. See id. 
§ 550.065(c)(4). Under this provision, the Texas Department of Transpoliation or another 
govenunentat entity is required to release a copy of an accident repOli to a person who 
provides the ~gency with two or more of the items of infonnation specified by the statute. 
Id. We note:ihe exceptions to disclosure found in the Act are generally not applicable to 
infornlation that another statute makes public. See Open Records Decision Nos. 623 at 3 
(1994),525 at) (1989). In this instance, the requestor has provided the city with two ofthe 
tlu'ee specifieii items of infonnation. Therefore, the crash report we have marked must be 
released to ,this requestor in its entirety pursuant to section 550.065(c)(4) of the 
TranspOliatiQ9 Code. 
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Next, we ad~ress yom claim under section 552.108 of the Govenunent Code for the 
remaining information at issue. Section 552.108(a)(1) excepts from disc10sme 
"[ i]nfol111atio~1 held by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, 
investigati0I1;'or prosecution of crime ... if ... release of the infonnation would interfere 
with the detettion, investigation, or prosecution ofcrime[.]" Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). 
A goven1l11e~ta1 body must reasonably explain how and why section 552.108 is applicable 
to the infol1Tlation at issue. See ie!. § 552.301(e)(1)(A); Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 
(Tex. 1977).:'y ou state the remaining infonnation is related to a pending criminal case. 
Based on youi'representation, we conclude section 552.108(a)(1) is generally applicable to 
the remaining' information. See Houston Chronicle Publ 'g Co. v. City of Houston, 531 
S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14thDist.] 1975) (comi delineates law enforcement 
interests pres'~ilt in active cases), writ ref'e! n.r.e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976). 

" 

We note the i:emaining infol111ation includes a statutory wal11ing, which we have marked. 
Because a copyofthe docmnent is provided to the person who is the subject ofthe wal11ing, 
we find re1ea~:e of the statutory w3ming will not interfere with the detection, investigation, 
or prosecutiq'n of crime. See Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). We therefore conclude the 
statutory wan).ing may not be withheld lmder section 552.108 and must be released.! 

, 
We also note',section 552.108 does not except from disclosure "basic infonnation about an 
arrested persQl1, an arrest, or a crime." Ie!. § 552.108(c). Section 552.108(c) refers to the 
basic front-pake infonnation held to be public in Houston Chronicle. See 531 S.W.2d 
at 186-88. The city must release basic offense and arrest infonnation, including a detailed 
description of,the offense, even if the infOlmation does not literally appear on the front page 
of an offenS,i or atTest report. See Open Records Decision No. 127 at 3-4 (1976) 
(sUlmnarizin~':types ofinfol111ation deemed public by Houston Chronicle). Except for the 
statutory wa:m1.ing, the city may withhold the rest of the submitted inf0l111ation lmder 
section 552.108(a)(1) of the Govenunent Code. 

In summarY,;;{he city (1) must release the marked crash report in its entirety pursuant to 
section 550.Qp5(c)(4) of the Transportation Code; (2) must release the mat'ked statutory 
Wat111l1g; at~Q. (3) may withhold the rest of the submitted infOlmation under 

i> 

1( 

lWe nqie the statutory warning contains the requestor's Texas driver's license number, which the city 
would be requir¥d to withhold from the general public under section 552.130 of the Govel1unent Code. 
Because sectiOli552.130 protects personal privacy, the requestor has a right to her own Texas driver's license 
number under section 552.023 ofthe Government Code. See Gov't Code § 552.023( a); Open Records Decision 
No. 481 at 4 (19?7). We also note Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009) is a previous determination issued 
by this office allthorizing all governl11ental bodies to withhold ten categories of infomlation without the 
necessity of re~\lesting an attomey general' decision, including a Texas miver's license number lUlder 
section 552. 13Q";of the Govermnent Code. Thus, should the city receive another request for this same 
information fi:on1'a different requestor, the city is authorized to withhold the present requestor's Texas m'iver's 
license number i.\llder section 552.130 without requesting another decision. 
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section 552. f08(a)(1) of the Government Code, except for the basic infonnation that must 
be released l~lder section 552.108(c).2 

This letter rulIng is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts a~ presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
deternlinatioii"regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling ti:iggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govenunenta:Tbody and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concerning those rights and 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website athttp://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php, 
or call the 'Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673'~6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infol111ation lihder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of ,:, 

the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787 . 

.' ~ 

incerely,i 

~Lfl- \Ii 
_tV 

'.ff 

ames W. MQj:ris, III 
Assistant At~§rney General 
Open RecorctsDivision 

JWM/em \: 

Ref: ID# 425921 
:i., , 

Enc: ' Subn¥<tted doclU11ents 

c: Requestor 
(wio eilc1osmes) 

'.J .~ 

2We nq,te basic inf0l111ation includes an al1'ested person's social secmity UlU11ber. Section 552.14 7(b) 
of the GovenU11c:~~t Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living person's social secmity UlU11ber from 
public release whhout the necessity of requesting a decision from this office lU1der the Act. The requestor has 
a right, howeve{to her own social secmity muuber. See genel'ally Gov't Code § 552.023(b) (govemmental 
body may not deny access to person to whom information relates, or that person's representative, solely on 
grounds that infg.Dnation is considered confidential by privacy principles). 

,',I 


