
June 20,2011 

Ms. Tiffany Bull 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Assistant Polite Legal Advisor 
Arlington Police Department 
P.O. Box 1065 
Arlington, Texas 76004-1065 

Dear Ms. Bun: 

0R2011-08720 

You ask wh~ther certain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infom1.ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenllnent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#421133 (Arlington Ref. No. 3649). 

The Arlingto'n Police Department (the "department") received a request for the dispatch 
records for a§pecific incident, including the names ofthe responding officers, the date and 
time, and th~; name of the reporting person. You claim that portions of the submitted 
infom1ation aTe excepted from disclosure lll1:der section 552.101 of the Govermnent Code. 
We have cons-jdered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted infom1ation. 

Section 552.101 of the Gdvermnent Cbde excepts from disc1oslu;.e"information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101. This exception encompasses infonnation protected by the common-law 
informer's privilege, which has long been recognized by Texas courts. See Aguilar v. 
State, 444 S.W.2d 935,937 (Tex. Crim. App. 1969); Hawthorne v. State, 10 S.W.2d 724, 
725 (Tex. Crt]:)1. App. 1928). The privilege protects fi-om disclosure the identities of persons 
who repOli aqtivities over which the goven1111ental body has criminal or quasi-criminal law 
enforcement',authority, provided the subject of the infonnation does not ah'eady lmow the 
infom1er's identity. Open Records Decision Nos. 515 at 3 (1988),208 at 1-2 (1978). The 
report mLlst be of a violation of a criminal or civil statute. See Open Records Decision 
Nos. 582 at 2;(1990),515 at 4-5. 
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You state that' the submitted infol1nation identifies an individual who reported a suspected 
viol8:tion of q:iminallaw to the department. Upon our review, we find the depatiment may 
withhold the.infonl1ation we have marked under section 552.101 ofthe Govenmlent Code 

: I 

in conjunctiol). with the common-law infol111er'S privilege. 
l:i 

We note the l~~maining infomlation contains infol111ation that is subject to section 552.130 
of the Govel1~'nent Code. 1 Section 552.130 provides infOl111ation relating to a motor vehicle 
operator's liq~nse, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by a Texas 
agency is exc~pted from public release. Gov't Code § 552.130(a)(1), (2). We also note the 
infomlation a.tissue may be the requestor's infomlation. Section 552.130 is based on privacy 
principles. Th~erefore, to the extent the infOl111ation we have marked belongs to the requestor, 
the requesto{:has a right of access to his own infol111ation under section 552.023 of the 
Govenmlent Code and the depatiment may not withhold this infol111ation fi"om this requestor 
on this basis. ~See Gov't Code § 552.023( a)-(b) (govemmental body may not deny access to 
person or per~on' s representative to whom infol111ation relates on grounds that information 
is considereqrconfidential under p11vacy principles); Open Records Decision No. 481 at 4 
(1987) (priv#y theories not implicated when individual requests infol111ation concerning 
himself). To~he extent the infol111ation we have mat"ked does not belong to the requestor, 
the depatimeJ;~t must withhold this infol111ation tllder section 552.130 of the Govemment . 

"1 Code.2 ,. 

-: '~.: 

In SUn1l1lary::\tl) the department may withhold the infonnation we have marked under 
section 552.191 of the Govemment Code in conjunction with the cOlmnon-law infol111er'S 
privilege; an4' (2) to the exte~lt the infol111ation we have mat"ked does not belong to the 
requestor, th~:department must withhold this infol111ation under section 552.130 of the 
Government,Gode. The depatiment must release the remaining infol111ation. 

'. 

. . 

This letter mling is limited to the patiiculat" infOl111ation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as~presented to us; therefore, this mling must not be relied upon as a previous 
cJeternlinatiOlj:regarding atly other infomlation or atly other cirCtlllstances. 

:'"\ 

This ruling tH~ggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govenul1entabbody atld ofthe requestor. For more infol111ation conceming those lights and 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex or1.php, 
or call the 0ffice of the Attomey General's Open GoVel1Ul1ent Hotline, toll fi"ee, at 

./) 

, ) ~ 

"i' 
IThe O'fflce of the Attomey General will raise a mandatOlY exception on behalf of a governmental 

body, but ordin~.rily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987), 480 
(1987),470 (19S7). 

L:' 

2We no:te this office issued Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009), a previous detennination to all 
govenU11ental bqdies authorizing them to withhold ten categOlies of inf0l1l1ation, including Texas chiver's 
license and lice~l~e plate mmlbers under section 552.130 of the GovenU11ent Code, without the necessity of 
requesting an at\;bmey general decision. . 

~: ;" 

':.:.:. 
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(877) 673-6~;39. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
infom1ation ililder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attomey:Ceneral, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

:.? 

Sincerely, . 

Ci V\MJJ" r, ~ 
Lindsay E. liW 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

LEH/em 

Ref: ID# 4~113 3 

Enc. Subnittted documents 
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Requ~~tor 
(w/o e,nc1osures) 
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