
June 23, 201r 

Ms. P. Al111strong 
Assistant City Att0111ey 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Criminal Law and Police Section 
1400 South Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 75215 

Dear Ms. Annstrong: 

0R2011-08966 

You ask wh¢ther certain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosure under the 
Public Inf01111ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenunent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# ~21712 (ORR# 2011-2998). 

The Dallas Pdlice Department (the "depmiment") received a request for the persOlmel file, 
inte111al affaiJ:s resume, and any disciplinary action peliaining to a named officer and a 
specified inteFl1al affairs investigation. You claim that the submitted infonnation is excepted 
from disclos~lre under section 552.108 of the Govenunent Code. We have considered the 
exception yO~l claim and reviewed the submitted representative smllple of inf01111ation. 1 

.' '., 

Initially, we nbte some ohhe requested infonnation was the sllbject of a previous request for 
inf01111ation, in response to which this office issued Open Records Letter No. 2011-06720 
(2011). In that ruling, we concluded, except for basic fi:ont page offense and an-est 
inf01111ation," the depmiment may withhold the submitted inf01111ation under 
section 552. 108 (a)(1) of the Govenmlent Code. We have no indication the law, facts, and 
circumstance$ on which Open Records Letter No. 2011-06720 was based have chmlged. 
AccordinglY;l with regard to the requested infonnation that is identical to the infonnation 

IWe as~ume the "representative sample" of records submitted to this office is tTu1y representative of 
the requested records as a whole. See Open Records DecisionNos. 499 (1988),497 (1988). This open records 
letter does not n:ach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the 
extent those records contain substantially different types ofinfo1TI1ation than those submitted to this office. 
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previously requested and ruled upon by this office in the prior ruling, we conclude the 
department may continue to rely on Open Records Letter No. 2011-06720 as a previous 
determinatior1- and withhold or release the previously ruled upon inf0111lation in accordance 
with that ruling. See Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001) (so long as law, facts, 
circumstances on which prior ruling was based have not changed, first type of previous 
determinatiOIl: exists where requested inf0l111ation is precisely same inf0111lation as was 
addressed in prior att0111ey general ruling, ruling is addressed to same govenunental body, 
and ruling concludes that inf0111lation is or is not excepted from disclosure). 

Section 552.1 08( a) (1 ) ofthe Govenunent Code excepts :6.-om disclosure "[i]nformation held 
by a law enfoJcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution qf crime ... if ... release ofthe information would interfere with the detection, 
investigation; or prosecution of crime[.]" Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). A govenunental 
body claiming section 552.108 must reasonably explain how·and why the release of the 
requested inf0111lation would interfere with law enforcement. See id. §§ 552.108(a)(1), 
.301(e)(1)(A);isee also Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). In this instance, the 
submitted ilJ!formation consists of records of an inte111al affairs investigation. 
Section 552. lO8 is generally not applicable to the records of an inte111al affairs investigation 
that is purelY:0,dministrative in nature and does not involve the investigation or prosecution 
of crime. See,.: City of Fort Worth v. Cornyn, 86 S.W.3d 320 (Tex. App.-Austin 2002, no 
pet.); lvloralf{f v. Ellen, 840 S.W.2d 519, 525-26 (Tex. Civ. App.-EI Paso 1992, writ 
denied) (statu~prypredecessor to section 552.108 not applicable to inte111al investigation that 
did not resul(in criminal investigation or prosecution); see also Open Records Decision 
No. 350 at 3-4(1982). You represent to this office that the infonnation at issue relates to an 
incident that :is the subj ect of a pending criminal case. You state release of the submitted 
information w:ould interfere with the investigation or prosecution of crime. Based on your 
representatio~~.s, we conclude the department may withhold the submitted infonnation under 
section 552.1p8(a)(1) of the Govermnent Code. See Houston Chronicle Publ'g Co. v. City 
of Houston, 5V S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (comi delineates 
law enforcem:~nt interests that are present in active cases), writ ref'd n.r.e. per curiam, 536 
S.W.2d 559 (Jex. 1976). 

In summary, tl1e depmiment may continue to rely on Open Records Letter No. 2011-06720 
as a previous,rete111lination mld withhold or release the previously ruled upon ilif0111lation 
in accordanc~with that ruling. The depmiment may withhold the submitted inf0111lation 
under section';552.108(a)(1) ofthe Govenunent Code. 

This letter rui'i~~g is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts a~ presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determinatioD.,regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

\l 

This ruling tr~ggers importmlt deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govenmlentai:body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conce111ing those rights and 
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responsibilit1§s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/opel1Jindex orl.php, 
or call the .Office of the Attomey General's Open Govel11l11ent Hotline, toll fi.-ee, 
at (877) 673.~6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
information tlnder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attor11ey beneral, toll fi.-ee, at (888) 672-6787. 

Nneka Kanu;-
Assistant At~6l11ey General 
Open Record~ Division 
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NKJem 

Ref: ID# 421712 

Enc. SubITi~tted documents 
i,/ 

cc: Requ~.stor 
(w/o eilclosures) 
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