
Jlme 27, 2011 

Ms. Diana Spiller' 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Public Infonnation Coordinator 
Texas Commission on Jail Standards 
P.O. Box 12985 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Ms. Spiller: 

0R2011-09136 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 423005. 

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (the "commission") received a request 
for 1) results of the commission's criminal alien survey for all Texas 
counties, 2) communications between sheriff s administrators and the commission 
regarding the criminal alien survey during a specified time period, and 3) correspondence or 
requests the commission has received from elected officials and legislative committees 
regarding the cost to the counties to house illegal immigrants and criminal aliens during a 
specified time period. You state some of the requested infonnation has been released to the 
requestor. You claim the submitted infonnation is not subject to the Act. We have 
considered your arguments and reviewed the submitted infonnation. 

You claim the infonnation submitted to the commissio~ from two counties is not subj ect to 
the Act. The Act is applicable to "public infonnation," as defined by section 552.002 ofthe 
Govemment Code. Section 552.002(a) provides that "public infonnation" consists of 

infonnation that is collected, assembled, or maintained under a law or 
ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official business: 

(1) by a govemmental body; or 

(2) for a govemmental body and the govemmental body owns 
the infonnation or has a right of access to it. 
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Gov't Code § 552.002(a). Thus, virtually all of the infonnation in a govenunental body's 
physical possession constitutes public infonnation and thus is subject to the Act. Id. 
§ 552.002(a)(1); see Open Records Decision Nos. 549 at 4 (1990), 514 at 1-2 (1988). 
Moreover, section 552.001 of the Act provides that it is the policy of this state that each 
person is entitled, unless otherwise expressly provided by law, at all times to complete 
infonnation about the affairs of govenunent and the official acts of public officials and 
employees. See Gov't Code § 552.001(a). 

The infonnation at issue consists of statistics sent to the commission from Collin County and 
Hidalgo County. You state Collin County sent its submitted infonnation as an attachment 
to an e-mail and later tried to recall the e-mail. You also state Hidalgo County sent its 
submitted infonnation and then minutes later sent a corrected version. Il1fOlmation is within 
the scope of the Act if it relates to the official business of a govel11mental body and is 
maintained by a public official or employee of the govenunental body. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.002(a). We note the submitted infonnation was sent to the commission at the 
commission's request in order to pmiicipate in a federal program to receive reimbursement 
for housing possible criminal aliens. Thus, tIns infonnation was collected, assembled, or 
maintained in connection with the transaction of official commission business and, thus, 
constitutes "public infonnation" as defined by section 552.002(a). Accordingly, because the 
submitted infonnation is subj ect to the Act, it may be withheld only if it is excepted from 
disclosure under an exception in the Act. As you raise no exceptions to disclosure under the 
Act for the submitted infonnation, it must be released. See id. §§ 552.301, .302. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmental body and of the requestor. For more infonnation concel11ing those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attol11ey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concel11ing the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Tamara Wilcox 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

TW/dls 
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Ref: ID# 423005 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


