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June 28, 201i 

Ms. Evelyn Njuguna 
Assistant City: Attorney 
City of Housfon 
P.O. Box 368' . 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Houston, Texas 77001.-0368 

Dear Ms. Njltguna: 

0R20 11-09225 

You ask whether celiain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infornjation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Govenunent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#:423178 (GC No. 18540). 

The Houston Police Department (the "department") received a reqhest for all documents, 
training maI\'uals, and policies relating to collection of evidence during narcotics 
investigation~:~ You claim the submitted infOlmation is excepted :6.:om disclosure lmder 
section 552.1,08 of the Govenunent Code. We have considered the'exception you claim and 
reviewed the:,;submitted infonnation. 

frO' 

Section 552.l08(b )(1) oftile GovenU1lent'Code excepts :6.'Olri disclosure "[ a]n intemalrecord 
or notation ofia law enforcement agency or prosecutor that is maintained for intemal use in 
matters relating to law enforcement or prosecution, .. if ... release ofthe.intemal record or 
notation wo~~ld interfere with law enforcement or prosecution[.]" Gov't Code 
§ 552.l08(b)(1); see also Open Records Decision No. 531 at 2 (1989) (quoting Ex parte 
Pi~uitt, 551 S;,:,W.2d 706,710 (Tex. 1977)). Section 552.108(b)(1) is intended to protect 
"infonnation;which, ifreleased, would permit private citizens to aIlticipate weaknesses in a 
police depaIil1Jent, avoid detection,jeopardize officer safety, and generallYlmdermine police 
effOlis to effectuate the laws of this State." City of Fort Worth v. Cornyn, 86 S.W.3d 320 
(Tex. App.-J.\.ustin 2002, no writ). To demonstrate the applicability of this exception, a 
govenU1lental\bodymust meet its burden of explaining how and why release ofthe requested 
infonnation would interfere with law enforcement and crime prevention. Open Records 
Decision No.;:$62 at 10 (1990). This office has concluded section 552.l08(b) excepts from 
public disclosWe infonnation relating to the security or operation of a law enforcement 
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agency. See, e.g., Open Records Decision Nos. 531 (1989) (release of detailed use of force 
guidelines would unduly interfere with law enforcement), 252 (1980) (section 552.108 
designed to protect investigative tec1miques and procedures used in law enforcement), 143 
(1976) (disc~osure of specific operations or specialized equipment directly related to 
investigation: 'or detection of crime may be excepted). Section 552.1 08(b)(1) is not 
applicable, hO,wever, to generally lmown policies and procedures. See, e.g., ORDs 531 at 2-3 
(Penal Code pi-ovisions, COlmllon law rules, and constitutional limitations on use offorce not 
protected), 252 at 3 (gove111mental body failed to indicate why investigative procedures and 
techniques requested were any different from those cOlmnonly lmown). 

You state the"submitted standard operating procedures contain information regarding how 
the departmeltt' s narcotics division deals with narcotics and other hazardous materials. You 
provide an affidavit from a narcotics division sergeant stating release of the submitted 
inf01111ation ':'would negatively affect the [n]arcotics [d]ivision's ability to investigate and 
prosecute crimes [and] would also endanger the safety of officers tasked with collecting and 
transpOliing these items." Based on your arguments and our review of the infonnation at 
issue, we fin4 the release of the infonnation we have marked would interfere with law 
enforcement.)f-Accordingly, the department may withhold the marked infol111ation under 
section 552.l;98(b)(1) of the Govel11ment Code. However, we find the department has not 
established the release of the remaining inf01111ation would interfere with law enforcement; 
therefore, th~\ depaliment may not withhold any of the remaining infonnation under 
section 552.1,Q8(b)(1). As you raise no other al-gument against disclosure, the department 
must releasei.he remaining information. 

This letter rul}ng is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts a9,presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatio~regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regal'ding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmenta~] body and of the requestor. For more infonnation conce111ing those rights and 
responsibiliti~$, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the <)ffice of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673;:(5839. Questions concel11ing the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation lVJder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attorney Qeneral, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely,~; 

~~~ 7/7~ -:: ==::::::= 
~./~ 
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Mack T. Han;~son 
Assistant Attg,111ey General 
Open Record~:Division 
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