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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Ms. Charlotte:A. Towe 
Assistant Gerieral COlmsel 
Texas Departi11ent of Criminal Justice 
P.O. Box 4004 
Huntsville, Texas 77342-4004 

Dear Ms. Towe: 

0R2011-09227 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure lmder the 
Public Infomlation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#',422872. 

The Texas Depmiment of Criminal Justice (the "depmiment") received a request for 
infomlation r~lating to a named inmate. You state some ofthe requested information either 
has been or i¥rill be released. You claim the submitted information is excepted fTOm 
disclosure uil'q.er sections 552.101 mld 552.134 of the Govennnent Code. 'lYe have 
considered th~ exceptions you claim mld reviewed the information you submitted. 

Section 552. i34 of the Govemment Code is applicable to infonnation relating to CUlTent or 
former imllates of the depaiiment. Section 552. 134(a) provides as follows: 

Except as provided by Subsection (b) or by Section 552.029 [of the 
Goverimlent Code], inf0111lation obtained or maintained by the [depmiment] 
is exq~pted from' [required public disclosure] if it is infonnation about an 
imllat~: who is confined in a facility operated by or under a contract with the 
departi11ent. 

Gov't Code §/:552.134(a). Section 552.029 of the Govemment Code provides in part: 
" 

Notwithstanding Section 508.313 [of the Govennnent Code] or 
[sectipn] 552.134, the following infonnation about ml imnate who is confined 
in a fa;~ility operated by or lmder a contract with the [department] is subj ect 
to reql~ired disclosure lmder Section 552.021 [ofthe Goverm11ent Code]: 
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(8) basic infomlation regarding ... an alleged crime involving the 
imll ate. 

Ie!. § 552.029(8). Thus, section 552.134 is explicitly made subject to section 552.029. We 
find section·552.134 of the Govenmlent Code is generally applicable to the infomlation at 
issue. In this instance, however, the submitted records contain information regarding alleged 
crimes involviilg the inmate. Thus, the department must release basic infomlation regarding 
the alleged crimes involving the imllate pursuant to section 552.029 of the Govemment 
Code. Basic infomlation includes the time and place ofthe incident, the names of inmates 
and departmeilt officials directly involved, a briefnarrative ofthe incident, a brief description 
of any injuries sustained, and information regarding criminal charges or disciplinary actions 
filed as a reslilt of the incident. The department must withhold the rest of the submitted 
information linder section 552.134. As we are able to make this detemlination, we need not 
address your bther arguments against disclosure. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infomlation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detemlination regarding any other infomlation or any other circumstances. 

,:': 

This ruling tr~ggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmental,body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the Qffice of the Attomey General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 6731(5839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infomlation Wider the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Achilinistrator ofthe Office of 
the Attomey General, toll fTee, at (888) 672-6787. 

,
; 

James W. MQlTis, III 
Assistant AttQrney General 
Open Record;; Division 

JWM/em l,", 
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Ref: ID# 422872 

Enc: Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


