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YUll whether certain informatiun is subject to required public disclosure under the 
uhlic Infllrm~\tion Act (the "Ace), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your rcquest \vas 

:'-2: IDe:") u24. 

Ci of Curpus Christi (the "city") received a request for all calls pertaining to the 
s addrcss made by the requestor's neighbor. You state you are releasing some of 

information. You claim that portions of the submitted information are 
l!'OITl disclosure uncler section 552.101 of the Government Code. 'vVe have 

the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted infom1ation. 

552.11)] of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
i i;e confidential by 1«\\, eithcr constitutionaL statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 

~ 5"2.]1) I. Section 552.1 OJ encompasses information protected by the common-law 
lliur: T S \ilege, \\'l1icll has long been recognized by Texas courts. See Aguila/' l', 

,..+44 S.\\',2d 935, 937 (Tex. Crim. App. 1969). The informer's privilege protects thc 
d \\ho report activities over which the governmental body has criminal 

uil<-Climinal la\\-enforcement authority, pro\ided that the subject of the infon11CHion 
knO\v the informer's identity. Sct? Open Records Decision Nos. 515 at 3 

ill)!);')), al 1 :2 (1978). The pri\ilege protects the identities of individuals who report 
\i,d~ltiol1s of statutes to the police or similar law-enforcement agencies, as well as those who 

of statutes with ci\il orcriminal penalties to "administratiye officials having 
':,,' ur inspection or of law enforcement within their paI1icular spheres." See Open 
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Decisiun No. 279 at 2 (1981 ) (citing 8 John H. Wigmore, Evidence ill Trials (It 

C '(jIlI/!lOIl , ~ 2374, at 767 (1. McNaughton rev. ed. 1961)). The report must be of a 
.i(l Lit iOll oLI,:riminal or civil statute. See Open Records Decision Nos. 582 at 2 (1990),515 
dt -f 5 (]')88). Thc privilege excepts the informer's statement only to the extcnt necessary 
to Pi\ltcct thc informer's identity. See Open Records Decision No. 549 at 5 (1990). 

'y' Oll st,lle the submitted information relates to reports of suspected violations of the city's 
Cude ()C Ordinances. However, upon review, the request reveals the requestor, who is the 
subject of the complaint, knows the identity of the person 'vvho has made the report. 
,\cumlingly, \\e lind thc informer's privilege is not applicable, and the city may not withhold 
.~Il\ p,l!'tiul1 urthe submitted information under section 552.101 on that basis. As the city 
,'id\ll1S Il\) other exceptions against disclosure, the submitted information must be released. 

lis: tel' ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this requcst and limited 
'(1 \ Lh.'ts ,IS prescntcd to LIS; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
,kt~Tillil1atioll regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

Ill: ntling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
mental budy and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
'hilitics, please visit our website at http://www.oaL':.state.tx.L1s/openlindex orl.php, 

{)1 l:,lll the Office of the Attorney General's Open Govemment Hotline, toll free, 
:',[ I j 3-()839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
, (1'!1l:11ion L1l1der the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 

,\:torney Gcneral, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 
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