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Yuu ask \\hether certain information is subject to required public disclosure um}.;;r the 
Public In formation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
~,S:-;j ID:~-+23]81 (ORR#2011-3481). 

Dalbs Pl,Jicc Department (the "department") received a request for a specified rcport. 
YUcj cl~ti1l1 that portions of the submitted information are excepted from disclosure under 
·;cctilln 552.1 of the Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and 
rc\ici\'cd the submitted representative sample of information. l 

~cctiOl1 552.1 () I of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision."2 Gov't 
(' :;: 552. ](11. Section 552.10 I encompasses section 261.201 of the Family Code, which 

des as follo\\s: 

I J) [T Jlle f'oIIO\\ing information is confidential, is not subject to public 
under [the Act], and may be disclosed only for purposes consistent 

V\c assume the "reprcsentati\'e sample" ofrc'cords submitted to this ollice is truly reprc:sc:ntati\e of 
rc:c,)rcis ~1S a whole. See Open Records Decision .\'05.499 (1988),497 ( 1988), This opc:n records 

and therefore does not authorize the withholding of. any other requested records to the 
,'lose reCtlJ'C!s contain substantially differc:nt types of information than those submittc:d to tim oftlce. 

Office of the Attorney General \\ill raise a mandatory excc:ption on behalf of a go\c:rnmental 
hue ill not raIse other exceptIons. See Open Records Decision .\'05.481 (1987).480 ( 1 

An Equal Empjoym~ni (jpportunttj EmpioJn Pnn(~" on RUlriN' Papu 



\,1 P. l~r1l1stroi1g - Page 2 

with this code and applicable federal or state law or under rules adopted by 
an il!\\:.'stigating agency: 

(1) a report of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect made under this 
,:hapter and the identity of the person making the report; and 

(2) except as otherwise provided in this section, the files, reports, 
com1l1unications, audiotapes, \'ideotapes, and working papers 

(II' de\'eloped in an ill\'estigation LInder this chapter or in 
pl\)\iding sen'iees as a result of an in\·estigation. 

l k) "'c,twithstanding Subsection (a), an investigating agency, other than the 
II e.\,,~ Department of Family and Protective Services] or the Texas Youth 
Commission, on request, shall provide to the parent, managing conservator. 
,Jl' legal representati\T of a child who is the subject of reported abuse 
(ll' L'CL or to the child if the child is at least 18 years of age, information 
Ll)J1C(iili t he reported abuse or neglect that \vould otherwise be con Cidential 
Linder this section. The investigating agency shall withhold information 

this subsection if the parent, managing conservator, or other legal 
or the child requesting the information is alleged to have 

(i) lk a child or a parent, managing conservator, or other legal 
of a child may inspect or copy a record or file concerning the 

ild Imeler Subsection (k). the custodian of the record or file must rcdact: 

(.2) any i11formation that is excepted from required disclosure under 
~hc or other la\\[.] 

I (a), (k), (1)(2). Cpon review, we find the submitted information \\<1S 

111 an im'cstigation of alleged child abuse. See id ~ 261.001(1)(E) 
t hIld includes sexual assault or aggn.n-ated sexual assault under Pcnal 

1); sec also Penal Code ~ 22JJ11 (C)( I) (defining "child" for 
'na1 Code sections 22.011 and 22JJ21 as a person younger than 17 of 

. \\e find this infonm1tion is generally confidential under section 261.2U I of 
. We note the requestor is the parent of the child victim listed in the report 

of the alleged abuse. Therefore, the department may not \\ithhold the 
~l~ issue from this requestor on the basis of section 261.201 (a). See GO\"t Code 

. section 261.201 (1)(2) states any mfom1atiol1 excepted from required 
the Act or other law may still be withheld from disclosure. Ie!. 
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=: ()) I t I )(i). Accordingly, we will consider your argument under section 552.1 08 for this 

:1)11 552.1 a)( I) excepts from disclosure "[i]nfonmltion helel by a law enforcement 
,1gCllCY or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime ... 
: C release of the information would interfere with the detection, investigation, or 
)1' Lltion \)1' crime [.]" Gov't Code ~ 552.1 08(a)( 1). A governmental body claiming 

[\ :1 2.1 ()X(a)( 1) must reasonably explain how and why the release of the requested 
:1!~ \ lind! ion \\\) Lild interfere with law enforcement. See id ~ ~ 552.108( a)( 1 ), .301 (e)( 1 )( A); 

'('c' uilo jJul'fe Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state the information you have 
mlk\.'d relates to a pending criminal investigation and its release could jeopardize that 
n\csligatioll. Based on this representation and our review, we conclude the release of the 

lnilJnl1dtion at issue would interfere with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of 
,.'rimc. ,)'ce HOI/stall Chronicle PuN 'g Co. v. Ci(v of HOlistOIl, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. 

HOllston [1-1.th Dist.] 1975 ) (court del ineates law enforcement interests present in 
.lcti\ cases). \ITir rc('d l1.r.e. per curialll, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976). Accordingly, the 

men! withhold the information you have marked under section 552.1 08(a)( I) of 
, C !U\CJ"i1I1h:nt Code. The department must release the remaining information to this 

'<tor; 

tlllmg is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
'IS as presl'ntcd to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 

nn regarding any other in1'onnation or any other circllmstances. 

I,; :1I1i11g Iliggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
\;, lilcnul hody and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 

hi lit i please \. i sit 0 ur \\ e bs i te at ~+-=~--'-'--'-'--'-'~~=';':~-'-'-"=-:;~C!."-'-'-'-'!..O::c..',","~~~t.:-
Ii tIll..' Ofl1cc of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 

;[ - \ 1)-:-- -()S39. Questions concerning the allO\",able charges for providing public 
i!1 inn under the Act mllst be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 

General. toll free, at (888) 672-6787 . 

. (Jeneral 

th: lilformatlon released in this instance includes information that is contidential \\](11 
,d See Fam. Code ~ 261.201 (k). Therefore. if the department recelyes ;1Jlother 

'd:nldliol1 from an llldi\'idual other than this requestor. the department must seek a 
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0, 

I. 4.231 S 1 

uh1l1ittcd documents 

RC:Cjllcstor 

(\\/0 enclosures) 


