
July 21,2011 

Ms. Tiffany Bull 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Assistant City Attorney 
Arlington Police Department 
P.O. Box 1065 
Arlington, Texas 76004-1065 

Dear Ms. Bull: 

0R2011-10414 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 424527 (PD Ref. # 3972). 

The Arlington Police Department (the "department") received a request for all infonnation 
related to a specified incident. You state you will release most ofthe requested infonnation 
upon receipt of payment for production cost. You claim the submitted infonnation is not 
subject to the Act. Alternatively, you claim that the submitted infonnation is excepted from 
disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. 1 We have considered the 
submitted arguments and reviewed the submitted infonnation. 

The judiciary is expressly excluded from the requirements of the Act. Gov't Code 
§ 552.003(1)(B) . . This office has detennined that a grand jury, for purposes of the Act, is a 
part of the judiciary, and therefore not subject to the Act. Open Records Decision No. 411 
(1984). Further, records kept by a governmental body that is acting as an agent for a grand 
jury are considered records in the constructive possession of the grand jury, and therefore are 
also not subject to the Act. Open Records Decisions Nos. 513 (1988),411,398 (1983). But 
see ORD 513 at 4 (defining limits of judiciary exclusion). You infonn us the submitted 
records were obtained pursuant to a grand jury subpoena, and are held by the department an 

IAlthough you raised section 552.108 of the Government Code, you did not provide any arguments 
regarding the applicability of this section. Therefore, we assume you have withdrawn this exception. See Gov't 
Code §§ 552.301, .302. 

POST OFF I CE Box 12548 . A l: ST I N . T EXA S 78711-2548 TE L: ( 512)463-2100 WWW.OAG. H ATE.TX . US 

An Equill EmploJm~nt Opporlll""1 EmploJu , Prlnlul on RUlcl~J Pllpa 



Ms. Tiffany Bull - Page 2 

agent for the grand jury. We therefore conclude that the submitted information is in the 
custody of the department as agent of the grand jury and is not subject to the Act. 
Accordingly, we will not consider the public availability of the submitted information and 
the department need not release the submitted information in response to the instant request 
for information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at httQ:llwww.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex or1.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

, '/,. -- f"j -------
/ - ~ 
Vanessa Burgess 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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Ref: ID# 424527 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


