
November 21,2011 

Ms. Holly C. Lytle 
Assistant County Attorney 

Paso County Courthouse 
500 East San Antonio, Room 503 

Paso, Texas 79901 

Dear Ms. Lytle: 

OR2011-17164 

You ask whether certain information is subj ect to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 436736. 

The El Paso County District Attorney's Office (the "district attorney") received a request 
from two requestors for communications it received regarding a named individual. You 
claim the submitted infonnation is excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 of the 
Government Code. I We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the 
submitted infonnation. We have also received and considered comments from one of the 
requestors. See Gov't Code § 552.304 (interested party may submit comments stating why 
infonnation should or should not be released). 

Initially, we address the requestor's assertion that the Office of the Attorney General (the 
"OAG") is not the proper entity to issue an open records ruling in this instance. The 
requestor states the OAG has a conflict of interest because some of the requested information 
consists of communications between the OAG and the district attorney. We note this office 

IAlthough you also initially raised sections 552.101, 552.l03, 552.107, and 552.111 of the 
Government Code as exceptions to disclosure, you did not submit to this office written comments stating the 
reasons why these sections would allow the information to be withheld; we therefore assume you no longer 
assert these exceptions. See Gov't Code §§ 552.301, .302. 
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of due process, determining whether requested infonnation is 
of the exceptions of [the Act]"); see also Arlington Ind. Sc!z. Dist. v. Tex. Cell., 
S.W.3d 152 at 157 (2001) (noting Act requires OAG to detern1ine what information is 
excepted from disclosure). The district attorney received a request for information it wished 
to vvithhold from public disclosure and, through the El Paso County Attorney's Office, timely 
requested a decision from the OAG about whether the responsive information is subject to 
an exception under the Act. See Gov't Code § 552.301. Therefore, pursuant to the Act, thIS 

must issue a ruling on whether the information at issue may be withheld under the 

552.108 of the Govemment Code excepts from disclosure "[i]nformation 
enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, . 

prosecution of crime ... if ... release of the information would interfere with the 
investigation, or prosecution of crime[.]" Ie!. § 552.108(a)(1). A governmental must 

explain how and why section 552.108 is applicable to the mformation at issue. 
id. §§ 552.108(a)(I), .301(e)(l)(A); see also Ex parte Pruitt, 551 

1977). You state the submitted infonnation relates to a current criminal' 
and release of the infomlation at issue would interfere with the investigation. Based on this 

and our review, we conclude section 552.1 08(a)(I) is generally to 
information. 

section 552.108 does not except from disclosure "basic infol1nation an 
arrested person, an arrest, or a crime." Gov't Code § 552.1 08( c). Section 5 1 
to the basic front-page infonnation held to be public in Houstoll Chronicle 
v. of Halls ton , 531 S.W.2d 177(Tex. Civ. App.~Houston [14thDist.] 1975), writ 
n.r.e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976), and includes a detailed 

1 S.W.2d at 186-88. Therefore, except for basic' 
may withhold the submitted infonnation under section 

Govemment Code. As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address 
against disclosure. 

letter ruling is limited to the particular infom1ation at issue in this 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detem1ination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities the 
govemmental body and of the requestor. For more infonnation concerning those 
responsibilities, please visit our website at ~~'-..!.!...!.'-!~~~=~~~=-"--'-!~~.=-~~, 
or the Office of Attomey General's Open Government Hotline, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing 
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Mack T. Harrison 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

MTH/em 

10# 436736 

Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
enclosures) 


