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of the date of1his letter, this office has not received comments 
not be released to the requestor. 

no to conclude the release of portion of the 
implicate New Tech's interests. See id. § 552.110; Open Records Decision Nos. 661 at 5-6 
(1999) (to prevent disclosure of commercial or financial information, party must show by 
specific factual evidence, not conclusory or generalized allegations, that release of requested 
information would cause that party substantial competitive harm), 552 at 5 (1990) (party 
must establish prima facie case that information is trade secret), 542 at 3 (1990). 
Accordingly, we conclude that the district may not withhold any of the requested information 
on the basis of any interest New Tech may have in the information. 

We note some of the submitted information appears to be protected by copyright. A 
custodian ofpublic records must comply with the copyright law and is not required to furnish 
copies of records that are copyrighted. Open Records Decision No 180 at 3 (1977). A 
governmental body must allow inspection of copyrighted materials unless an exception 
applies to the information. Id.: see Open Records Decision No.1 09 (1975). If a member of 
the public wishes to make copies of copyrighted materials, the person must do so unassisted 
by the governmental body. In making copies, the member ofthe public assumes the duty of 
compliance with the copyright law and the risk of a copyright infringement suit. As no 
further exceptions to disclosure are raised, the district must release the submitted 
information: however. any information protected by copyright may only be released in 
accordance with copyright law. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the fights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilitIes, please visit our website at =-::~~-,-,-,~,"==-,,-,=,-,"-,-.:."-"'~,,-=,,-,-,-=~~~~, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, at 
(877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Oflice or 
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787, 

Sincerely, 

Lindsay E. Hale 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

Ms. Lydia Dobyns 
President 
New Technology Network 
1 West Fourth Street Suite 200 
Columbus, Ohio 45202 
(w/o enclosures) 


