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office and state the exceptions that apply within ten business days of 
§ 1 to 

Government the governmental body is required to submit to this office within 
fifteen business days of receiving the request (1) general written comments stating the 
reasons why the stated exceptions apply that would allow the information to be withheld. (2) 
a copy of the written request for information, (3) a signed statement or sufTicient evidence 
showing the date the governmental body received the written request, and (4) a copy of the 
specific information requested or representative samples thereof, labeled to indicatc which 
exceptions apply to which parts of the documents. Id § 552.301(e). The submitted 
information ref1ects the department received the present request for information on 
September 27, 2011. Thus, the department's ten-business-day deadlinc undcr 
section 552.301(b) was October 1 L 2011, and thc fifteen-business-day dcadlinc was 
October 18.2011. However, you did not requcst a ruling from this otlicc or provide the 
information required under section 552.301(c) until October 21, 2011. See id § 552.308 
(describing rules for calculating submission dates of documents sent via first class United 
States mail, common or contract carrier, or interagcncy mail). Thus, thc department ntiled 
to comply with the procedural requirements mandated by section 552.301. 

Pursuant to section 552.302 of the Government Code. a governmental body's failure to 
comply with the procedural requirements of section 552.301 results in the legal presumption 
that the requested information is public and must be released unless the governmental body 
demonstrates a compelling reason to withhold the information from disclosure. See id 
§ 552.302; Simmons v, Kuzmich. 166 S.W.3d 350 (Tex. App.~~Fort Worth 2005. no 
pet.); Hancock v, Slate Bd, oflny., 797 S.W.2d 379, 381 (Tex. App.~Austin 1990, no writ): 
see also Open Records Decision No. 630 (1994). A compelling reason exists when 
third-paIiy interests are at stake or when information is confidential under other law. Open 
Records Decision No. 150 (1977). Section 552.108 is a discretionary exception to disclosure 
that protects a governmental body's interests. 5,'ee Open Records Decision Nos. 665 at 5 
(1999) (untimely request for decision resulted in waiver of discretionary exceptions), 177 
(1977) (statutory predecessor to section 552.108 subject to waiver). Bur see Open Records 
Decision No. 586 at 2-3 (1991) (claim of another governmental body under statutory 
predecessor to section 552.108 can provide compelling reason for non-disclosure). Thus, the 
department's claim under section 552.108 is not a compelling reason to overcome the 
presumption of openness. Therefore, the department may not withhold any ofthe submitted 
information under section 552.108. However, section 552.130 of the Government Code can 
provide a compelling reason to overcome this presumption. Therefore, we will consider 
whether this section requires you to withhold any of the submitted information. 

Next. we note the submitted documents include a CR-3 accident repOli form completed 
pursuant to chapter 550 of the Transportation Code. See Transp. Code § 550.064 (officer's 
accident report). Section 550.065(b) states that, except as provided by subsection (c) or 
subsection (e), accident reports are privileged and confidential. Id. § 550.065(b). 
Section 550.065( c)( 4) provides for the release of accident reports to a person who provides 
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two of the following three pieces of information: (1) the date of the accident: 
specific 
Department of Transportation or 

another governmental entity is required to release a copy of an accident report to a person 
who provides the agency with two or more of the items of information specified by the 
statute. Id. In this instance, the requestor has provided the department with the requisite 
pieces of information. Accordingly, the department must release the submitted CR-3 
accident report pursuant to section 550.065(c)(4) of the Transportation Code. 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides that information relating to a motor 
vehicle operator's license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by an 
agency of this state or another state or country is excepted from public release. Gov't Code 
§ 552.130. We note you have redacted driver's license numbers from a portion of the 
submitted information.? We note section 552.130 is designed to protect the privacy of 
individuals, and the right to privacy expires at death. See Moore v. Charles 13. Pierce Film 
Enters. Inc., 589 S.W.2d 489, 491 (Tex. App.-~Texarkana 1979, writ refd n.Le.); see also 
Open Records Decision No. 272 at 1 (1981) (privacy rights lapse upon death). Some of the 
motor vehicle record information you have marked pertains to a deceased individual. 
Accordingly, this information, which we have marked for release, may not be withheld under 
section 552.130. The department must withhold the remaining motor vehicle record 
information you have marked, and the additional information we have marked, under 
section 552.130 of the Government Code. As you raise no fUl1her exceptions, the remaining 
information must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at ~=-,-,-:_,-,-~,-=,;====~~~=-",-=,,--,,cc-'.:.~t.'.' 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839, Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 

COpen Records Decision No. 684 is a previous detennination to all governmental bodies authorizing 
them to withhold ten categories of information, including Texas driver's license numbers under section 552.130 
of the Government Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney general decision. However, on 
September 1,20 II, the Texas legislature amended section 552.130 to allow a governmental body to redact the 
information described in subsections 552.130(a)( I) and (a)(3) without the necessity of seeking a decision trom 
the attorney general. See Gov't Code § 552.130(c). If a governmental body redacts such information, it must 
notify the requestor in accordance with section 552.130(e). See Gov't Code § 552.130(d), (e). Thus, the 
statutory amendments to section 552.130 ofthe Government Code supercede Open Records Decision No. 684 
on September I, 20 II. Therefore, a governmental body may only redact information subject to 
subsections 552. i 30(a)( I) and (a)(3) in accordance with section 552.130, not Open Records Decision No. 684. 
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