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is subject to required public disclosure under the 
"Act"), chapter of the Government Code. Your request was 

County Hospital District d/b/a Parkland Health and Hospital System 
represent, received four requests from the same requestor for the 

Department's entire complaint database, including 
and its accompanying dictionary. 

1 is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 
Government Code. have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 

representative sample of infornlation.l We have also considered comments 
requestor. See Gov't Code § 552.304 (providing that an 

comments stating why infonnation should or should not be 

we note uded from . request 
infonnation is not responsive to the request. This ruling does not 

non-responsive infonnation, and the district need not 
in response to the request. 

from disclosure 
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." 
encompasses infomlation made confidential by other statutes, 

of the Health and Safety Code, which provides, part: 

assume that the of records submitted to this office is 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open 
records letter does not reaeh, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records 
to the extent that those reeords eontain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this 
otTice. 
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and proceedings of a medical committee are confidential and 
to court 

Records, infomlation, or reports of a medical committee, medical peer 
committee, or compliance officer and records, information, or reports 

provided a medical committee, medical peer review committee, or 
compliance officer to the goveming body of a public hospital, hospital 
district, or hospital authority are not subject to disclosure under [the Act]. 

This section and Subchapter Chapter 160, Occupations Code, do not 
to records made or maintained in the regular course of business 

hospital, health maintenance organization, medical organization, 
center or health science center, hospital district, hospital authority, 

or extended care facility. 

§ 161.032(a), (c), (t). For purposes of this confidentiality 
includes any committee, including a joint committee, of ... a 

organization [ or] hospital ld. § 16 
part, that "[t]he 

... may ... a medical 
1, to evaluate medical and health care services[.]" 

"medical committee" provision 
e.g., Memorial Hosp.-The Woodlands v. 

Whittington, 751 S. W.2d 493 (Tex. 1988); Jordan v. Fourth 
1986). These cases 

at 648; see also Open Records Decision 
statutes, statutory predecessor to section 161 

(the "board") is by 
responsibility of managing, controlling, 

us one the board's responsibilities is to establish, support, oversee 
perfonnance improvement program. You also inform us in furtherance 

maintains overall responsibility for 
assurance committees. You state the board to 

assurance committees to carry out quality and performance improvement activities 
understand the board organized the Quality of Care and Patient Safety 

Quality Improvement Council, and the Grievance Committee 
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committees carry out the functions of this 
state these committees evaluate patient 
to 

on 
are medical committees for 

our reVIew, vve 
purposes of section 161 

inform us the submitted information was collected, assembled, created, and maintained 
by the committees at issue in the course of the district's quality assurance program. You 
state the infomlation was not prepared in the regular course of business. Based on these 
representations and our review, we agree the submitted information consists of the 
confidential records of a medical committee under section 161.032 ofthe Health and Safety 
Code and must be withheld under section 552.101 of the Govemment Code." 

letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and 
as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a 

regarding any other infomlation or any other circumstances. 

triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities the 

our 

body and of the requestor. For more information conceming those rights 

IS 

our website at ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'¥, 
Attomey General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 

Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
must be directed to the Cost Rules 
free, at (888) 672-6787. 

we need not address your remaining arguments disclosure. 


