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certain infom1ation is to required public disclosure under the 
Information Act "'Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code, request was 

1 1. 

id. ~ 

Office (the "sheriff') received a two 
(1 ) at a specified address between September 1, and 

at specified December!, 
that the submitted 

Code, 

governmental 
mfonnation 

provided an affidavit from the Hays County Criminal Attorney 
release submitted il1forn1ation would . pending criminal 

cases, Based on your and the we conclude 552.1 08(a)(1) 
IS applicable in this instance. See Houston Chronicle Publ 'g Co. v. Oty 
S 177 App.~Houston [14th 1975) (court 
interests 111 cases),writrej'dn.r.e.perclIriam, 536 S.W.2d (Tex. 1976). 

Ie!. 
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note 552.108 does not except from disclosure 
or a § 1 

offense and arrest to be public' 
at 186-88: Open Records Decision 127 at 3-4 (1976) (summarizing 

types ofinfonnation deemed public by HOllston Chronicle). The sheriff must release basic 
infonnation, including a detailed description of the offense and the identity of the 
complainant, even ifthe information does not literally appear on the front page of an offense 
or arrest report. Accordingly, except for basic infonnation, the sheriff may withhold the 
submitted infonnation under section 552.1 08(a)( 1) ofthe Govemment Code. We understand 
you to raise section 552.10 I for a portion of the basic information. 1 Therefore, we will 
consider your arguments under section 552.101 of the Govemment Code. 

claim section 552.101 of the Govemment Code for portions ofthe basic information. 
Section 552.101 excepts from disclosure "information considered to be confidential by law, 
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code § 552.10l. 
Section 552.101 of the Govemment Code encompasses information protected by the 
common-law infonner's privilege, which has long been recognized by Texas courts. 
Aguilar v. State, 444 S.W.2d 935, 937 (Tex. Crim. App. 1969). The infonner's privilege 
""'''TPI'''' the identities of persons who report activities over which the govemmental body has 
criminal or quasi-criminal law-enforcement authority, provided that the subject of the 

does not already know the mfom1er's identity. Open Records Decision 
515 at 3 (1998), 208 at 1 (1978). The pnvilege protects identities of individuals 

violations statutes to police or . agencies, as well 
as those who report violations of statutes with civil or criminal penalties to "administrative 
officials having a duty of inspection or oflaw enforcement within their spheres." 
See Open Records Decision No. 279 at 2 (1981) 8 John H. Wigmore, ill 

at Common § 2374, at 767 (.T. McNaughton rev. ed. 1961 The report must be 
of a violation of a criminal or CIvil statute. Open Records Decision 582 at 2 
(1990),515 at 4~5 1988). The privilege excepts s statement only to the extent 

to informer"s identity. Open Records Decision No. at 5 (1990). 

seek to withhold identities the parties in 
Upon review, we find the information we have marked identifies the 

in investigations into violations of the state's criminal statutes. Accordingly, the 
withhold the infonnation we have marked under section 552.1 

In conjunction with the common-law infonner's privilege. However, you 
not explained how remaining infonnation you seck to withhold to the 

IWe note that you claim the informer's privilege under Texas Rule of Evidence 508. The Texas 
Court has held that the Texas Rules of Evidence are "other law" within the meaning of section 552.022 

of the Government Code. See 111 re of GeorgefOH'I1, 53 S.W.3d 328, 336 2001). In this instance, 
howeveL section 552.022 is not applicable. Therefore, we will address your arguments under the common-law 
informer's 
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In summary, except for information, the may withhold the submitted 
under section 552.1 08(a)( 1) Government Code. The sheriff may withhold 

the information we have marked under section 552.101 of the Govemment Code in 
conjunction with common-law informer's privilege. remammg 
must be 

letter ruling IS limited to the particular infoffilation at issue in this request and limited 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 

any other infol111ation or any other circumstances. 

. ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of 
body of the requestor. For more information 

responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.lIs/opcn/index orl.php, 
or the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll 
at Questions concerning the allowable charges for public 
il1fo1111ation under the Act must directed to the Cost Rules of 

hee at (888) 

441581 

c: 


