
January 12 

Plaza, Ninth Floor 
Paso, Texas 79901 

OR2012-00275 

Dear Me Almonte: 

You ask whether certain information IS subject to required public disclosure 
lnformation (the" chapter ofthe Govemment Code. Your was 

530. 

Police Department (the "department") a request seven categories 
ofinfornlation regarding an accident involving the requestor's client, including the criminal 
background and drivmg record infonnation of a named individual. You claim that the 
requested' is excepted from disclosure under section 01 ofthe Govemment 

have considered exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

not submitted infonnation responsive to categories one through 
our . Therefore, we assume you have released infonnation 

on the date the department received the request Code 
If you have not released this information, you must do so at this time. 

Open Records Decision No. 664 (2000) (if govemmental body concludes no exceptions 
apply to requested information, it must release information as soon as possible). 

We next note that some of the submitted documents are not responsive to the instant request 
for infom1ation, as do not pertain to the specified accident nor to the named individual's 
criminal history or driving record infoflllatiol1. We marked these documents, which the 
department need not release in response to this request and this ruling will not address that 
infonnation. See Econ. Opportunities Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266 Civ. 
App.-San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd). 

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "infornlation considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
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public. Indus. v. Indlls. To 
demonstrate the applicability of common-law privacy, both prongs of this test must be met. 
ILl. at 681-82. 

A compilation of an individual's criminal history is highly embalTassing information, the 
publication of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person. C{ 5'. Dep '/ 

v. Reporters Comm. Freedom o{the 489 U.S. 749, 764 (1989) (finding 
significant pnvacy interest in compilation of individual's criminal history by recogmzing 
distinction between public records found in courthouse files and local pohce stations and 
compiled summary of criminal history information). Furthennore, we find a compilation of 
a private citizen's criminal history is generally not of legitimate concem to the public. 
However, infonnation that refers to an individual solely as a victim, witness, or involved 
person is not private as criminal history and may not be 'vvithheld under section 552.101 on 
that basis. We note that records relating to routine traffic vlOlations are not considered 
criminal history info1111ation. C{ Gov't Code § 411.082(2)(8) (criminal history record 
info1111ation does not include driving record information). 

review, we find the present request, in part, reqmres the department to compile 
law enforcement records concel11ing the' named in the request 

that individual's nght to Therefore, to extent the 
maintams law enforcement records depicting the named individual as a suspect, arrestec, or 
criminal defendant, the department must withhold any such information in its entirety under 
section 101 of the Govemment Code 111 conjunction with common-law You 

submitted' pertaining to the named individual's drivmg record the 
specified accident. This infomlation does not implicate the privacy interests of the named 
individual and may not be withheld under section 552.101 on that basis. Thus, we will 
determine this information must be withheld under an exception in the Act. 

submitted infonnation includes a CR-3 peace officer's crash report that was complcted 
pursuant to chapter 550 ofthe Transportation Code and a CR-2 driver's crash report that was 
completed pursuant to section 601.004 of the Transportation Code. See Tramp. Code 

550.064 s accident report), 60 1.004 (driver's accident report). Section 550.065(b) 
Transportation Code states that except as provided by subsection (c) or (e), accident 

reports are privileged and confidential. l 5'ee id. ~ 550.065(b). Section 550.065( c)( 4) 
provides forrelease of an accident report to a person provides two of the following three 
items (1) the date ofthe accident; the name of any person involved in the 
accident; and (3) the specific location ofthe accident. See id. ~ 550.065(c)(4). Under this 
provISIon, Texas Department of Transportation or another govemmental entity is required 
to release a copy accident report to a person who provides the agency with two or more 

ISection 552.101 also encompasses information other statutes make confidential. 
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is subject officer's 
department must release the submitted CR-2 driver's crash 

pursuant to 550.065(c)(4) of the Transportation Code, but must the 
submitted peace officer's crash report under section 552.] 01 Government Code 

to section 550.065(b) of the Transportation Code. 

note common-law privacy also protects other types of infonnation. The type of 
inforn1ation considered intimate and embalTassing by the Texas Supreme Court in industrial 
Foundation included information relating to sexual assault, pregnancy, mental or physical 
abuse in the workplace, illegitimate childrcn, psychiatric treatment of mental disorders, 
attempted and injuries to sexual organs. 540 S.W.2d at 683. office has also 
found that personal financial information relating only to an individual ordinarily satisfies 

requirement ofthe test for common-law privacy, but that there IS a legitimate public 
in essential facts about a financial transaction between an individual and a 

governmental body. Open Records Decision No. 600 (1992) (finding personal aJ 
to include choice particular insurance carrier). Upon review, we find the 

inforn1ation we marked is highly intimate or embaITassing and not of 
the department must information we have 

to Government Code in conjunction 

Section of Government Code 
to a motor vehicle operator's or 

Government Code. 

note some remaining infornlation is subject to section Government 
Code. Section 136 provides that "[11 Jotwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, 
a debit or access device that is collected, assembled, 
or maintained or for a governmental body is confidential." ~ 1 An access 

number is one may be used to 1) obtain money, goods, services, or another 
of or initiate a transfer of funds other than a transfer originated solely by 
instrumcnt[.]" Jd. § 552.136(a). s has concluded that an insurance policy 

number is an access number for purposes of section 552.136. Open 

See 

at 9 (2009). Therefore, the department must withhold insurance 
we marked under section 552. 36 the Code. 

2The Office of the Attorney General will raise 
Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987). 480 (I 

exceptions on behaIfof a 
(1987). 
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with common-law The department must 
driver's crash report pursuant to section 550,065(c)(4) ofthe Transportation Code, but must 
withhold the submitted CR-3 peace officer's crash report under section 552,101 of the 
Government Code in conjunction with section 550,065(b) ofthe Transportation Cock The 
department must withhold the infonnation we have marked pursuant to section 552.101 of 
the Government Code in conjunction with common-law privacy. We have marked the 
information the department must withhold under sections 1 and 136 of 
Government Code. The remaining responsive mformation must be released to the requestor. 3 

This letter ruling is limited to the paI1icular information at issue in . request and limited 
to the as presented to us; therefore, this must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other inforn1ation or any circumstances, 

important deadlines and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 

please our website at http://www.oag..state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll 
Questions the allowable charges for 
Act must be directed to the Cost Rules 
toll free, at (888) 

Sincerely, 

Open 

Ref: 441 

Submitted documents 

c: 

note the remaining information contains a social security number. Section 552.147(b) of the 
Government Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living person's social security number from 
public release without the necessity of requesting an general decision under the Act. See Gov't Code 
§ 552. 


