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before or after the institution of formal judicial proceedings, is confidential, 
to disclosure, and may not be used as evidence against 

or proceeding. 

(b) Any record made at an [AD R] procedure is confidential, and the 
participants or the third party facilitating the procedure may not be required 
to testify in any proceedings relating to or arising out ofthe matter in dispute 
or be subject to process requiring disclosure of confidential information or 
data relating to or arising out of the matter in dispute. 

Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code § 154.073(a), (b). Further, this office has found that 
communications during a formal settlement process were intended to be confidential. Open 
Records Decision No. 658 at 4 (1998). You state the submitted audio recording is a 
recording ofthe actual arbitration proceeding. You also state the sales comparison sheets are 
compiled for and used at the ADR proceedings. You further state the sales comparison 
sheets "would not have been created but for the ADR proceeding and were used only for that 
ADR proceeding." Based on your representations and our review, we agree the submitted 
information consists of communications made at or during an ADR procedure. Therefore, 
the submitted information must be withheld under section 552.101 of the Government Code 
in conjunction with section 154.073 of the Civil Practice and Remedies Code." 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Ana Carolina Vieira 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

ACV/agn 

"As our ruling is dispositive for the submitted information, we need not address your remaining 
argument against its disclosure. 
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